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TRUSTING 
By Martha Snell Nicholson 


O YOU ask how you learn to trust 
Him? 
Dear child, you just let go! 
Let go of your frantic worry 
And the fears which plague you so. 


Let go of each black tomorrow 
Which you try to live today; 

Let go of your fevered planning, — 
He knoweth all your way. 


Fear not lest your slipping fingers 
Let go of your Saviour, too; 
Trusting is only knowing 
He'll not let go of you! 


Occupying Till He Come 


Will the Lord Jesus return soon? 
Chaos in the world and confusion in 
the Church are leading multitudes of 
Christians to wish He would come, and 
there are signs that seem to herald His 
early return. It is right that we should 
“love his appearing,” and look for it 
at any moment. But, while this is our 
privilege and “the blessed hope” of the 
Church, yet it is our duty to carry 
on cheerfully and faithfully wherever 
He has placed us, even though we 
may not live until His second com- 
ing. What right have we in America 
to expect to escape the sufferings of our 
devoted Christian brethren in England, 
Belgium, France, Italy, the Philippines, 


China, and other lands? Do the wide- 
spread drinking and swearing, miscar- 
riage of justice, appalling conditions in 
the county jails where children are kept 
like animals (see the Woman’s Home 
Companion for November), quarreling 
and jealousy, careless and unethical 
practices among Christians give us any 
claim for tender dealings at the hands 
of thé almighty and righteous God? It 
seems likely that many of us will yet 
have to learn hard lessons in endurance 
in the face of unprecedented trials, the 
loss of loved ones, ostracism and perse- 
cution,—and all of this enmeshed in 
whole skeins of governmental red tape. 
But we have not yet resisted unto blood 
as our Lord and the early Church did, 
nor have we had to meet the ordinary 


trials of life in the midst of shell fire 
and falling bombs. By the grace of God, 
we must plod steadily on, doing care- 
fully and accurately our daily task down 
to the last detail, dealing patiently and 
kindly with queer people and strange 
things that would make us impatient, 
expecting the unexpected, and, “in the 
midst of a crooked and perverse nation 

. shine as lights in the world; holding 
forth the word of life” (Phil. 2:15, 16). 
And not one of these things is incon- 
sistent with “looking for that blessed 
hope, and the glorious appearing of the 
great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ; 
who gave himself for us, that he might 
redeem us from all iniquity, and purify 
unto himself a peculiar people, zealous 
of good works” (Titus 2:18, 14). 

! 


A Well-Timed Word : 


An editorial by the Reo. Arthur Hedley (Bagland)... -, 


“A word spoken in due season, how 
good is it” (Prov. 15:23). 


WELL-TIMED word, a _ word 
A spoken wisely, tactfully,— how 

excellent it is! What a power 
for good it may be! To speak the ap- 
propriate word at the opportune time is 
“like apples of gold in pictures of sil- 
ver” (Prov. 25:11). It is as pleasing 
to the ear as a basket of silver network, 
full of golden fruit, is to the eye. 

In Christian service we need to exer- 
cise the virtue of patience, for if we 
fail to wait for the “due season” we 
shall do more harm than good. To dis- 
cern the right time to speak to another 
about things spiritual and eternal, we 
need to live in the spirit of prayer and 
under the influence of the iioly Spirit. 
The “due season” always arrives, soon 
or late, when the heart is opened to 
receive the Word of Life (see Acts 16: 
14). There are seasons and circum- 








’ Comfort for Dark Days 





“For God is not unrighteous to 
forget your work and labour of 
love, which ye have shewed 
toward his name, in that ye have 
ministered to the saints, and do 
Ener (Heb. 6:10). 




















stances when the heart is especially re- 
sponsive to the truth. In the season of 
childhood, of youth, the heart is tender, 
plastic, receptive. It*is the time of op- 
portunity for the Sunday school teacher 
and Bible class leader. If we fail to 
embrace it then, all too soon other in- 
fluences will begin to work in the hearts 
of our young people, and it will become 
increasingly difficult to get them to at-’ 
tend to the Word. What multitudes 
have been lost to Christ and the Church, 
because we have failed to make the 
most of our opportunities when we had 
the young in our midst! If we don’t 
win them in the opportune season of 
youth they may be lost forever. It 
is a solemn and heart-searching thought, 
which should move us to seize every 
opportunity to win the young for the 
Saviour. 

In the great crises of life the earnest, 
living soul finds it less difficult to speak 
a good word for Christ. When faced 
with a serious operation or suffering 
sore bereavement, we find that even 
hardened sinners appreciate the message 
of the Gospel and a word of prayer. 
How often in the loneliness of a prison 
cell the writer has found men thought- 
ful, penitent, and ready to listen to the 
Word. On the eve of a regiment’s de- 
parture for the battlefield, he has seen 
men of all ages and ranks literally 
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crowding into the inquiry room. When 
death seems near, men and women be- 
gin to be much concerned about their 
soul’s salvation, and we must make the 
fullest use of the “due season,” seeking 
the Spirit’s guidance to speak the right 
word. 


If only we knew it, however, we 
should find the “due season” is never 
far away. Earnest, loving souls who are 
“zeaious in season and out of season” 
(2 Tim. 4:2, Weymouth), seem to be able 
to speak to most people at almost any 
time about the things which matter most, 
without giving offense. “‘Deep calleth 
unto deep,’ and those whose hearts God 
has touched can find their way easily 
to the hearts of others” (Dean Inge). 
That great missionary who lived and died 
for Africa, Dan Crawford, when home 
on furlough in England would dress as 
fashionably as any dashing sportsman, 
and go to the famous Epsom race course 
on Derby Day, where he would draw 
the smartest people into conversation 
about eternal things. He would talk to 
a banker, chorus girls, ladies of title, 
or lonely servant girls, his hairdresser, 
or tailor about their souls. This was 
also true of that great song leader the 
late Charles Alexander. On one occa- 
sion he was crossing the Atlantic when 
there was on board a hard, silent multi- 
millionaire who kept sternly to himself, 
and looked intensely worried and mis- 
erable. None dared speak to him for 
fear of being repelled. One day Alex- 
ander said to his friend, Fred Atkins, 
a Christian journalist: “Here’s the old 
man. . .. How unhappy he looks— 
I’m going to talk to him.” Atkins fully 
expected the old man to explode with 
anger, but he had reckoned without 
Alexander’s winsome personality. When 
he saw him again he found him with 
the New Testament in his hand, and his 
face lit. up with joy as he engaged in 
animated conversation with the million- 
aire. The old man was listening with 
the keenness and interest of a boy who 
heafs for the first time a thrilling ad- 
venture story. 


When we have a deeper love for 
Christ, a greater passion for souls, a 
more vivid realization of their need and 
peril, we shall be surprised at the ready 
response they make to the Word. All 
around us there are men and women, 
youths and maidens who are perplexed, 
dissatisfied, living defeated lives, and 
longing to know the secret of rest, peace, 
joy, and freedom. They are too shy 
and reserved to speak about these things, 
and we are so afraid of giving offense 
that we are most reluctant to speak_to 
them of Christ. Because the multitudes 
remain outside our churches, this does 
not mean they are utterly indifferent to 
spiritual and eternal things. Here in 
Britain, with thousands of churches in 
ruins, with men and women engaged in 
Sunday labor, in Civil Defense, in res- 
cue work, Christian ministers and city 
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missionaries are finding a ready wel- 
come in factory canteens, in tube shel- 
ters, in rest centers for the bombed-out. 
They have been amazed to see scores 
of men responding to the appeal to 
come out for Christ. Once the “due 
season” for souls was the evangelistic 
services in the church; today it is the 
meal-time service in the canteen, or the 
hour of worship at the close of the day 
in the shelter deep down in the bowels 
of the earth. When men and women 
realize we are real, sincere, that we love 
them and are in dead earnest, we shall 
find them more ready to hear than we 
are to speak. 

A word in due season,—how good 
is it? What miracles it may perform! 
Many a man has been saved from com- 
mitting murder or suicide by a word 
“in season” from a loving soul. Many 
have been saved from a grave’ moral 
lapse, from darkness and despair by 
some simple word from one who loves 
them well. Close by us are lives to 
which a generous utterance would be 
as a “cup of strength in their great 
agony.” Pastors are often amazed to 
find how a little word spoken to some 
burdened soul has been “as rivers of 
water in a dry place” (Isa. 32:2). Dr. 
Alexander Whyte, the great Scottish 
preacher, had occasion to call on his 
lawyer, Dr. John Carment, then over 
eighty years of age. After the busi- 
ness was completed the lawyer threw 
his papers and his writing material 
aside, then, looking into the face of Dr. 
Whyte, he said, with great intensity, 
“Hev ye any word for a great sinner?” 
Dr. Whyte was amazed, for the lawyer 
was recognized as one of God’s choicest 
saints. He stammered out, “He delight- 
eth in mercy” (Mic. 7:18). Next day 
came a letter from the old lawyer say- 
ing it was just the word he needed; it 
turned his darkness into light, his de- 
spair into hope, his sorrow into joy. A 
few days later he passed into the pres- 
ence of the merciful Saviour. 

Only God can impart to us the wis- 
dom to speak the right word at the 
right moment. So many of us have to 
regret our lack of tact in dealing with 
souls. We have spoken when we should 
have been silent; we have meent well, 
but sadly blundered through lack of 
wisdom from above. “The Lord hath 
given me,” saith the prophet Isaiah, 
“the tongue of the learned, that I should 
know how to speak a word in season 
to him that is weary: he wakeneth 
morning by morning, he wakeneth mine 
ear to hear as the learned” (Isa. 50:4). 
As we live in fellowship with our sym- 
pathetic High Priest we shall catch His 
love and sympathy, and will be made 
wise as to what word we should speak 
to souls burdened with care and sor- 


. Tow, or weary and dissatisfied with a 


life of selfishness and worldliness. He 
will show us “how to speak,” for so 
much depends on how we speak. We 
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may say the correct word, but there 
may be something in our tone which 
will cause revolt rather than acceptance. 
Let the following lines become our daily 
prayer: ; 
O teach me, Lord, that I may teach 
The precious things Thou dost impart; 
And wing my words, that they may reach 
The hidden depths of many a heart. 


O give Thine own sweet rest to me, 
That I may speak with soothing power 
A word in season, as from Thee, 
To weary ones in needful hour. 


we 


Notes on Open Letters 


The Dangers of Astrology 


The following letter was addressed 
to Dr. B. H. Shadduck, whose three 
articles on Spiritism appeared in the 
Times September 30, October 14 and 21: 

Dear Dr. SuHappuck: After reading your 

articles in THe Sunpay Scuoon Tres, es- 

pecially, “Beware of Fortunetellers,” I 

have wondered whether you might not 

tell us of the basis and dangers of astrc!- 
ogy. I have a friend who gives large 
attention to that mystic cult, and who 
writes horoscopes, and seems to have in- 
fluence with people who apparently wish 
to know what directs their lives, and what 
the future on earth is providing for them. 

He asks for people’s birthdays, in order 

to determine what planet rules their lives. 

Can you tell of the proper antidote for 

this cult? What book exposes it, and 

gives the remedy? To me it seems that 
it is a revival of ancient Egyptian or 

Hindoo mythology.—A California reader. 

Astrology is not a new subject for 
Dr. Shadduck, but before replying to 
this letter he wrote that he wanted to 
“spend an aftern%on at the public library 
making sure of my facts.” His charac- 
teristic reply follows: 

“A sensible young man who has a 
leap year proposal from one of many 
sisters will do well to make inquiry 
about the entire family. Astrology is 
one of many branches of divination. 

“Our local fortuneteller has a cur- 
tained ‘cave of the winds’ in a store- 
room in the business district. In the 
show window she advertises ‘Spiritual 
Readings,’ Astrology, Phrenology, 
Numerology, Palmistry, Dream Inter- 
pretation, and how to win at gambling. 
She ought to sell rabbits’ feet and adver- 
tise with a totem pole. 

‘Man was made in God’s image, and 
though that image has been sadly mar- 
red with sin, man has a hunger for the 
supernatural and a desire to hide his 
sin. The unrepentant are determined to 
keep their sin and long for some ar- 
rangement so that God or the gods will 
not meddle with it. That makes the 
going easy for the medicine man, the 
witch doctor, and the cult founder. 

“It is argued that astrology is very 
ancient. Yes, it began in the days when 


(Continued on page 933) 
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The Star in a Chinese City 


A Christmas story, reprinted by permission from The British Weekly (Dec. 9, 1943) 
By the REV. GEORGE W. SHEPPARD 


BRITISH missionary traveling 

across country was under the neces- 
sity of spending a night in a rather re- 
mote Chinese city where he had never 
been before. He was told that there 
was no church in those parts, and there 
were no foreign residents, but hospital- 
ity is always to be found in an inn any- 
where in China. 

Arriving at nightfall, the quarters 
offered did not look inviting, nor was 
the evening meal provided very appetiz- 
ing, but hunger and dependence quickly 
dissolve fastidiousness, and he was con- 
tented. After supper it was still too 
early to retire, but the noise of the 
majong game which the other guests 
were enjoying made the common room 
unendurable, and the light in his bed- 
room was not bright enough for reading; 
so a walk about town seemed the health- 
iest way of spending an odd hour. From 
the innkeeper he borrowed a paper lan- 
tern, and, having lit the tallow candle, 
stepped out into the dark “Great Street.” 
There were no street lights; the shop- 
fronts were already closely shuttered; 
there were few people about, and it 
seemed as though the town was already 
almost asleep. 


Christian Singing in a Heathen Town 


He had walked perhaps half a mile 
when he became aware of distant sing- 
ing, and as he drew nearer to it he 
gradually recognized the air of a 
familiar hymn. This was a surprise. 
It had been said most definitely that 
there was no church there or anywhere 
near, yet undoubtedly here were Chris- 
tians singing! Presently he could see 
other lantern lights. ahead, moving to- 
ward a doorway from which evidently 
the singing came. Led on now by curi- 
osity, the missionary followed; but not 
wishing to draw attention to himself, 
he extinguished his light and entered 
the doorway behind the resf, keeping 
well in the shade. 

The room was a narrow shop about 
fifteen feet in width and double that 
in length. The business equipment of 
the shop had been cleared to the sides 
and two rows of backless stools placed 
along the middle to accommodate the 
visitors. On the wall at the far end 
hung a picture scroll, and in front of it 
was the familiar square dining table. 
Over the table, suspended from the roof, 
was a small kerosene lamp, giving out 
smoke as well as light. Four or five 
people were seated at the table leaning 
over two open hymn books. It was 
they who were singing. 

The stools were soon all occupied and 
the singing ceased. Then an elderly, 


benign looking gentleman with a billy- 
goat beard stood up in front of the pic- 
ture and began to speak. 

“Honorable neighbors and friends! 
You all know me and that for many 
years I have carried on business in this 
shop. Of late you have been surprised 
to hear that I and my family have be- 
come adherents of the foreign religion 
— we have become Christians. We have 
lit the lamp and opened the doors to- 
night, inviting you all to come in and 
hear what we have found and why we 
are becoming Christians. I cannot tell 
you much about it myself, for I am only 
a beginner, but we have a neighbor 
whom you all know, Mr. Chen Fu-an, 
the tailor, who has been a Christian for 
a long time. I have therefore asked him 
to come and tell us here this evening 
why he became a Christian and what it 
means. Mr. Chen Fu-an, please speak !” 

Then forward came a funny looking 
little man, much bent in stature, wear- 
ing a pair of large, broad-rimmed spec- 


_tacles, holding a little, paper-backed 


book. His manner was very deferential, 
but not a bit nervous. 

“Pardon me! Pardon me, learned 
fathers and elder brothers,” he began. 
“You all know that I am not a teacher 
or a book reader. I ought not to pre- 
sume to speak to you about lofty and 
profound things; how dare-I? But the 
lord of this honorable mansion com- 
manded me to come and tell you why 
I became a Christian and what I know 
about that great mystery. That com- 
mand I could not disobey. 


The Tailor’s Story 


“About three years ago a man came 
to our city selling these little books. He 
came into my shop while I was work- 
ing, and offered me one called ‘Mathai 
Good News.’ The price was only two 
coppers, but (as I told him) I am no 
book reader, for I can only recognize a 
few characters. So I refused him and 
went on with my work. But that book 
seller was persistent. He kept on saying, 
‘This little book is a treasure; the price 
is only two coppers, enough to buy the 
paper, but the meaning in it is price- 
less. By reading it you will get the 
best friend you ever had.’ Twice, thrice 
I refused him, but he did not go away. 
Opening the book at the last page he 
put his finger on the final sentence and 
said, listen! ‘See! I am always with 
you, right up to the end of time,’ those 
are the words of the friend you will get 
—the best friend you ever had. Buy 
one of these little books! Only two 
coppers! I wanted to be rid of him and 
get on with my work, so I threw him 


“* (3) -931 


the two coppers and he left the book on 
my table. When he had gone I looked 
at it, and immediately saw that it was 
a Jesus book. We have all heard of 
Jesus, the foreigner’s sage whom they 
call ‘the World’s Saviour.’ I had won- 
dered what the strange doctrine meant, 
and was rather glad to have a book 
about it. Then I noticed that it con- 
sisted of twenty-eight chapters. Twenty- 
eight! I suddenly thought that that is 
almost the same number’ as there are 
days in a month! It must be'a book 
for a month’s reading! If one read a 
chapter every day it would just be fin- 
ished in a month. I could do that; it 
would not take long to read a chapter. 
Then I remembered that it was the last 
day of that month, and tomorrow would 
be the first of a new one. Well, evi- 
dently this book has come just on time! 
Tomorrow I’ll begin and read the first 
chapter after breakfast before begin- 
ning work. 


Once a Month, for Three Years 


“So the next day I began my reading. 
The first chapter was difficult and had 
absolutely no flavor in it at all. It was 
just a list of barbarous foreign names — 
a family register — but I read on to the 
end. Toward the end I came to a name, 
said to be another name for Jesus, 
‘Imaneli,’ and it said that this meant 
‘God with us.’ Strange name to give 
a child, I thought; why did they give 
Jesus that name? I thought it so re- 
markable that I took my pencil and 
made a mark against it. 

“The second day I read the second 
chapter. That was better to read; but 
I was not much interested. The third 
day I read the third chapter, and car- 
ried on through the month. I could not 
understand very much, but almost every 
day there was something so strange that 
I marked it with my pencil. When I 
had read the twenty-eighth chapter there 
were still two days left in the month, 
so on those two mornings I looked back 
over the things I had marked and read 
them again. They were so many and 
altogether so amazing that I decided to 
read the book all again, through another 
month. 

“The second time reading was easier 
than the first. I could understand it all 
better and found many more things to 
mark. By the end of the second month 
I was beginning to like it so much. that 
I decided to keep on for a third. Then 
I was getting so used to it that I didn’t 
want to stop; it was like a part of my 
morning breakfast. So I have kept it 
up now for three years, each morning a 
chapter, each month the whole book, 
and of course now I know it all, sen- 
tence by sentence, without looking at 
the page. Yet I always do look at the 
book, for in that way I am always find- 
ing there things I had not noticed be- 
fore — something I want to mark. 


“Today, as you know, is the second 
of this month, and my reading this 
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morning was the second chapter. Now 
listen to it!” (Then putting the closed 
book down on the table he folded his 
hands and recited with dramatic em- 
phasis.) 


“Now, when Jesus was born in 
Bethlehem of Judea in the days of 


Herod the king, behold there came ° 


wise men from the east to Jerusalem, 
saying, Where is he that is born King 
of the Jews?” 


The audience listened silently, in- 
tently, but perhaps no one there was 
so impressed as the missionary (hidden 
and unperceived in the shaded back- 
ground). He of course had known the 
story all his life, but never had he heard 
it so realistically presented. This simple 
Chinese tdilor seemed to see the Wise 
Men’s eager quest; the guiding star; 
Herod’s jealous fears; the wondering 
mother and the holy Child; the pres- 
entation of the rich gifts and the rever- 
ent obeisance —he seemed to see them 
all so vividly. because they were the 
natural prelude to more wonderful 
things to come! For, taking up the little 
book again, he then went on: 

“That was my reading for today, and 
remembering that I had been asked to 
speak before you honorable elders here 
tonight, I began to wonder what that 
chapter would make known to you. 
Those learned men who came to Beth- 
lehem led by the brilliant star, who do 
you think they were? They surely 
were Chinese! Does the book not say 
that they came from the East? Everybody 
knows that our China is the East. They 
were learned men; our China has al- 
ways been famous for learned men. 
These learned men were students of the 
mysteries of the stars; our Chinese 
scholars have from of old been learned 
in those same mysteries. When they 
saw that brilliant new star they knew 
that a wonderful ‘child must be born 
upon earth; does not our Chinese prov- 
erb say: ‘For every star in the heavens 
there is a child on earth; and for every 
child on earth there is a star in heaven’? 
Yes, we may be sure that those learned 
men who came to Bethlehem were Chi- 
nese. 

“Now I am ‘not a learned man, and 
I do not know anything about the mys- 
teries of the stars, but this I can tell 
you— what that brilliant star did for 
those wise ‘men, this wonderful little 
book has done for me; it has led me 
to Bethlehem, to Jesus who is the bright- 
est star in all the heavens. It is said 
that Jesus was born in Bethlehem 2,000 
years ago, and that after thirty years 
He died and went to Heaven. We Chi- 
nese say that when good men die they 
go to Heaven; and we continue to honor 
them by performing our ancestral rites. 
But we can only remember our ancestors 
for two or three generations; then they 
are forgotten — their stars go down be- 
hind the western hills. But Jesus will 
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never be forgotten; his star never goes 
down, it rises higher with the passing 
generations and shines ever brighter to 
illuminate the world. 


“What is it that makes the light of 
Jesus so bright? That which makes men 
bright is happiness. When a man is full 
of happiness we see it, and say, ‘How 
bright he is!’ When he has no happiness 
and is sad, we say, ‘He is gloomy.’ But 
what makes men happy? We Chinese 
say, ‘Much wealth, many children and 
grandchildren, and living for a hundred 
years.’ Bah! Who does not know that 
all three of these happinesses are vain 
and empty and fleeting? Jesus had none 
of them, but He was perfectly happy 
because He always had God. He knew 
God as His Father. That was His joy. 
Whatever came to Him on earth, even 
the most awful death, He was still happy 
in God. That is His brightness for ever! 


“But the most marvelous thing about 
Jesus is this, He passes His happiness on 
to us, and it becomes ours, too. He 
makes us know that His Father is our 
Father, His God our God. That is why 
He was given that other strange name 
‘Imaneli’ — ‘God with us.’ He makes us 
know that God knows us. That is what 
the book seller meant when he told me 
I would get the best friend I ever had. 
The friend he meant is God. And the 
last word in the Good News is that God 
is with us always, right up to the end of 
time. By reading the Jesus book I 
know this now; and that is why I am a 
Christian. 


“Fathers and Elder Brothers! Buy 
one of these little books and read it! 
Read it again and again! Read it day 
after day! Then you will know Jesus 
and from Him you will know God, the 
best friend you ever had !” 


As the preacher was concluding with 
this practical application, the mission- 
ary slipped out and hurriedly made off. 
Perhaps he ought to have stayed and 
made himself known. It might have 
been kinder and more in keeping with 
his calling if he had not left without 
a word of appreciation and encourage- 
ment. But no! His presence there was 
almost an unwarranted intrusion. It 
was not intended that such as he should 
see and hear. Yet he was conscious 
that a real revelation had been given to 
him. There in that dimly lighted shop, 
in that simple Chinese tailor’s testimony, 
to his own eyes and ears had come an 
amazingly clear perception of the Truth. 
There he had seen the Star! 


He did not pause to light his tallow 
candle, or heed the darkness of the 
street. He made haste to be alone. 
Whether he walked or ran or flew back 
to the inn, he knew not. He only wanted 
to kneel down — and look up! 


Have you tried Cristian YourH in 
your class or school? 
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Frances Ridley Havergal’s 
New Year Wishes 


By William J. Hart, D.D. 


HE favorite riame of Frances Ridley 

Havergal for Christ was Master. The 
reason for this, as stated by herself, was 
“because it implies rule and submission, 
that that is what love craves. Men may 
feel differently, but a true woman’s sub- 
mission is inseparable from deep love.” 
The devotional books and religious 
verses of this saintly and scholarly 
woman “revealed a singularly sympa- 
thetic and attractive spirit.” Said Dr. 
James Moffatt, “She sang of the life of 
faith and consecration with a melodious. 
ness which endears her hymns to many.” 
The recognition of Jesus as the Master 
of the surrendered Christian is found in 
one of her hymns which begins 


Jesus, Master, whose I am. 


The New Year hymn of this poetic 
daughter of a musical father covers the 
whole realm of the Christian life, and 
is with many persons a song greatly 
cherished: 

Another year is dawning, 
Dear Master, let it be, 

In working or in waiting, 
Another year with Thee. 


Another year of service, 
Of witness for Thy love; 

Another year of training 
For holier work above. 


Another year is dawning, 
Dear Master, let it be, 

On earth, or else in Heaven, 
Another year for Thee ! 


Miss Havergal suffered much, but was 
courageously cheerful. “She lived along 
with a rich growth of divine grace de- 
rived from her sorrows every day,” we 
are informed. “God blessed everything 
she did,” affirmed Dr. Charies S. Robin- 
son, one of our great hymn authorities. 
Born at Astley, England, in ‘1836, she 
died at Caswall Bay, near Swansea, in 
1879, “leaving behind her a glorious 
hymnody, rich in lines of beautiful 
thought and hallowed by years of close 
communion with her Lord” (“Handbook 
to the Hymnal,” Covert and Laufer). 


Apart from her appealing hymn for 
the New Year, Miss Havergal also wrote 
this beautiful poetic message for the 
same season: 


A Happy New YEar To Yov! 


New mercies, new blessings, new light on 
thy way; 

New courage, new hope, and new strength 
for each day; 

New notes of thanksgiving, new chords 
of delight, 

New praise in the morning, new songs in 
the night; 

New wine in thy chalice, new altars to 
raise; 

New fruits for thy Master, new garments 
of praise; 

New gifts from His treasures, new smiles 
from His face; . 

New streams from the Fountain of infinite 
grace; 
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New stars for thy crown, and new tokens 
of love; 

New gleams of the glory that waits thee 
above; 

New light of His countenance, full and 
unpriced;. 

And this be the joy of thy new life in 
Christ. ‘ 


“Behold, I make all things new,” said 
the One whom John saw sitting on the 
throne, when he” also beheld a “new 
heaven and a new earth.” And the 
things above mentioned were those de- 
sired for the New Year for both her- 
self and her friends by one whose “life 
was one of complete and happy conse- 
cration” (McCutchen, “Our Hymnody”). 


Lacona,*N. Y. 
ye 


Who Wrote These? 
A carol and hymn quiz for Christmas Eve 
By Franklin Winters 


N_ CHRISTMAS EVE, when many 

church choirs will be going the 
rounds singing to hospitals and shut-ins 
like the waits of old, nothing could be 
more appropriate than a Christmas 
hymn and carol quiz. 

Below are the first stanzas of songs 
you have been hearing ever since you 
were old enough to enjoy Christmas 
music. The question is, Can you tell 
who wrote them? Perhaps it is too 
much to expect you to give the authors 
offhand, so the names are jumbled to- 
gether just above the quotations. 

In the blank following each first 
stanza, place the name of the writer. 
Every one you name correctly counts 
10 toward a total score of 100. If you 
can get 80 or better, there isn’t much 
question but what you are versed in 
Christmas hymnology. 


Answers will be found on page 943. 


The authors: Nahum Tate, Phillips 
Brooks, Joseph Mohr, Christina G. Ros- 
setti, Martin Luther, Reginald Heber, 
Charles Wesley, Edmund H. Sears, 
Josiah G. Holland, Isaac Watts. 


1. Brightest and best of the sons of the 
morning, 
Dawn on our darkness, and lend us 
thine aid; 
Star of the east, the 
adorning, 
Guide where our infant Redeemer 
is laid. 


2. O little town of Bethlehem, 

How still we see thee lie; 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
The silent stars go hy: 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth 
The everlasting Light; 

The hopes and fears of all the years 
Are met in thee tonight. 


horizon 


3. While shepherds watched their flocks 
by nicht, 
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All seated on the ground, 
The angel of the Lord came down, 
And glory shone around. 


4. There’s a song in the air! 
There’s a star in the sky! 
There’s a mother’s deep prayer 
And a baby’s low cry! 
And the star rains its fire while the 
beautiful sing, 
For the manger of 
cradles a King. 


Bethlehem 
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5. Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 
The little Lord Jesus laid down His 
sweet head. 
The stars in the sky looked down 
where he lay — 
The little Lord Jesus asleep in the 
hay. 


6. It came upon the midnight clear, 

That glorious song of old, 

From angels bending near the earth 
To touch their harps of goid: 

“Peace on the earth, good will to 

men, 

From Heaven’s all-gracious King”: 

The world in solemn stillness lay, 
To hear the angels sing. 


7. In the bleak midwinter 
Frosty wind made moan, 
Earth stood hard as iron, 
Water like a stone; 
Snow had fallen, snow on snow, 
Snow on snow, 
In the bleak midwinter 
Long ago. 
:  =«=—si“‘( QA ORD CSO C6 ROeeeCRN Rees ee 


8. Hark! the herald angels sing, 
“Glory to the newborn King; 
Peace on earth, and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled !” 


9. Hush, my dear, lie still and slumber; 
Holy angels guard thy bed; 
Heavenly blessings without number 
Gently falling on thy head. 
i 
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10. Silent night! - Holy night! 
All is calm, all is bright 
"Round yon virgin mother and 
Child! 
Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 
Sleep in heavenly peace, 
Sleep in heavenly peace. 


POUGHKEEPSIE, N. Y. 
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The Dangers of Astrology 
(Continued from second page) 


pagans offered human sacrifice and wor- 
shiped goddesses with rites that were 
unspeakably indecent. In those days it 
was based on an astronomy that re- 
garded the earth as the center of the 
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universe and the largest body in exist- 
ence. Only about 7,000 stars were vis- 
ible and some of the planets were un- 
known. As heat, light, rain, wind, and 
lightning came out-of the sky, it was 
easy to surmise that the stars radiated 
forces that the nation must reckon with. 
It is significant that planets and gods 
had the same names. The priests claimed 
to find in the conjunction of the planets, 
the will of the gods concerning the 
rulers. 

“When astronomy became heliocentric 
(sun centered), and the earth was known 
as one of the planets, astrology and 
astronomy parted company as far as the 
east is from the west. 

“To presume that Jupiter, 1,400 times 
as large as the earth, and Neptune, 
twenty-seven hundred million miles 
away, meddle with the babies born under 
their particular spell, requires an amaz- 
ing credulity or a woeful lack of infor- 
mation. Now, we know that there are 
about 700 smaller planets (planetoids) 
to radiate destiny (if planets do), and 
if that is not enough to mess up astro- 
logical horoscopes, what could? Only 
Omniscience could make such intricate 
calculations, and the Son of God said, 
‘Except a man be born again, he cannot 
see the kingdom of God.’ 

“When kings no longer gave employ- 
ment to astrologers, the system was ad- 
justed to appeal to more humble cus- 
tomers. Astrologers divided the earth 
into sections like a peeled orange with 
twelve meridians and decided that the 
individual horoscope depended on the 
section that was in the ascendancy at 
the hour (not the day) of birth. That 
would take the profit out of modern 
astrology, because few customers know 
their birth hour, on the birth date. To 
meet this situation, astrologers ask only 
the birth date, and even that must be 
most uncertain if one is born about 
midnight on the undefined edge of a 
time zone. Few rural folk know where 
the zone boundary is, and fewer know 
where it ought to be. Time zones must 
confuse even astrological planets. In- 
dians and illiterate folk, who most need 
help from the planets, if they do not 
know their birth date must struggle 
along through life without horoscopes. 

“Perhaps the best answer to the hoax 
of modern astrology is the fact that three 
babies might be born within an hour 
and have three different birth dates, 
if their mothers were ona vessel about 
to cross the International Date Line at 
midnight. No one but God knows where 
that line ought to be. The nations fixed 
it by agreement, and if they changed it 
to the Atlantic Ocean, my fifty-cent 
horoscope would be utterly ruined (I 
have one that was donated by a friend). 

“It is probably an understatement that 
there are 170,000 babies born every day, 
and if the 700 big and little planets fix 
the destiny or even modify the mental 


(Continued on page 943) 
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LESSON 14. DECEMBER 31. THE BASIS OF COURAGE FOR THE FUTURE 
International Uniform Lesson.—Matthew 16:13-20; 2 Peter 3:14-18, 1 John 3:1-3 


Golden Text.—Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, ble, al boending in the work of the Lord, forasmuch 
as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord—1 Cor. 4 5:58 - 


Kinc James VERSION 

Matt. 16:13 When Jesus came into the coasts of Cssarea 
Philippi, he asked his disciples, saying, Whom do men say that 
I the Son of man am? 

14 And they said, Some say that thou art John the Baptist: 
some, Elias; and others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets. 

15 He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am? 

16 And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, 
the Son of the living God. 

17 And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, 
Simon Bar-jona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto 
thee, but my Father which is in heaven. 

18 And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon 
this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not 
prevail against it. 

19 And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: 
and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in 
heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed 
in heaven. 

20 Then charged he his disciples that they should tell no man 
that he was Jesus the Christ. 


2 Pet. 3:14 Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such 


things, be diligent that ye may be found of him in peace, with- 
out. spot, and blameless. 


15 And account that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation; 
even as our beloved brother Paul also according to the wisdom 
given unio him hath written unto you; #4 

16 As also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things; 
in which are some things hard to be understood, which they 
that are unlearned and unstable wrest, as they do also the other 
scriptures, unto their own destruction. 

17 Ye therefore, beloved, seeing ye know these things before, 
beware lest ye also, being led away with the error of the wicked, 
fall from your own stedfastness. 

18 But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and for ever. 
Amen. 


1 John 3:1 Behold, what manner of love the Father hath be- 
stowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God: there- 
fore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not. 

2 Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet 
appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall 
appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is. 

3 And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, 
even as he is pure. 

The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 
righted by the International Council of Religious Education 
and used by permission. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 
PART from the revelation God has 
given in His Word, man knows 
absolutely nothing as to his eter- 
nal future. We cannot see ahead for 
one day, even as to this life, much less 
can we peer into the life beyond the 


grave, or discern what -is in store for 


either the wicked or the righteous in 
eternity. If we did not have the in- 
spired Scriptures to guide us, we might 
speculate and reason, as Socrates, Plato, 
and succeeding philosophers have done, 
concerning life, death, and a possible 
immortality in bliss or in woe; but we 
could never come to any certain con- 
clusion. God, however, has not left us 
to the thoughts and imaginations of our 
own minds. He has withdrawn the veil 
and opened up the future to us through 
the declarations of inspired prophets 
and apostles and, most of all, through 
the instruction given by His own Son, 
who came forth from the Father and 
has returned to that glory which He had 
with Him from before the foundation 
of the world (John 17:1-5). 

When we see in Him the Christ of 
God, the eternal Son become flesh, we 
know we can trust His every word, and 
so we rest in faith upon what He has 


revealed. The future may still be un-° 


known, as to many of its details, but 
we kriow Him who holds our destiny in 
His hands, and so we can go on in faith, 
free from all anxiety, knowing that He 
has gone to prepare a place for us, and 
some day we shall enter into the abode 
of the blessed. Whether we live on till 


His return or die before He comes back, 
we are safe in His keeping. 


The Historical Setting 


Our Lord and His immediate apostles 
never painted a rosy picture of condi- 
tions to prevail in the world and in the 
church during the time of Christ’s ab- 
sence. But they each pointed onward 
to blessedness that is to follow. Christ’s 
talk with His disciples near Czesarea 
Philippi, a city just inside the border of 
Palestine, was in the summer of A.D. 
29, the year before His crucifixion, and 
was designed to assure their hearts in 
view of coming events. Peter wrote 
his Second Epistle shortly after the mar- 
tyrdom of Paul and with the certainty 
of his own death before him. John’s 
First Epistle was written much later, 
possibly in the last fifth of the first een- 
tury. , 

Verse by Verse 

Matt. 16:13—‘Whom do men say that 
I the Son of man am?” The question 
was not asked for His own enlighten- 
ment, but because He desired to elicit 
a clear, definite confession from His 
disciples, as He was soon to go with them 
down to Jerusalem, where He was to be 
crucified. It was all-important that they 
should know Him in the reality of His 
divine-human personality. 


Verse 14—“Some say ... John the 
Baptist.” This was the conclusion of 
guilty Herod, whose troubled conscience 
caused him to imagine that John had 
been raised from the dead (chap. 14:2). 
“Some, Elias.” That is (Elijah, whose 
coming before the day of the Lord, 
Malachi had foretold (Mal. 4:5). “Others, 
Jeremias,’ who some of the rabbis held 
was-the unnamed sufferer of Isaiah 53, 


basing it on Jeremiah 11:19. “Or one 
of the prophets,” thus accrediting Jesus 
as a prophet Himself, though not the 
Messiah of Israel. 


Verse 15.—“Whom say ye that I am?” 
This definite question called for a clear, 
positive confession, and it was this He 
desired to obtain from them. 


Verse 16—“‘Thou art the Christ, the 
Son of the living God.” Peter spoke 
for them all (chap. 14:33; John 6:69) 
though no one of the rest seems to have 
had the boldness thus to declare his faith 
openly. Christ and Messiah are synon- 


ymous. Both mean the Anointed. It~ 


was the title given prophetically to the 
coming Deliverer (Isa. 61:1). Of old, 
prophets, priests, and kings were all 
anointed. Jesus holds the three offices, 
for all of which He was anointed by 
the Spirit of God (Acts 10:38). In His 
human nature He is the Messiah, the 
Christ. As to His divine nature He is 
the Son of the living God. 


Verse 17.—“Flesh and blood hath not 
revealed it ... but my Father.” It is 
the Father alone who, by the Spirit, re- 
veals the truth as to the person of the 
Son, to any seeking soul. Thus con- 
version is more than a natural event. 
It is a divine work. in the heart, involv- 
ing spiritual illumination. 


Verse 18.—“Thou art Peter, and upon 
this rock I will build my church.” “This 
rock” is Christ (1 Cor.-10:4). He it is 
on whom -the Church is built (1 Cor. 
3:11; Eph. 2:19, 20). Peter means a 
stone, or a piece of a rock. He was 
built into the Church. The Church was 
not built on him. See how he corrobo- 
rates this in 1 Peter 2:4, 5. Against 
the true Church, built upon Christ as 
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Lesson for December 31 


Son of the living God, “the gates of 
hell [hades] shall not prevail.” No ef- 
fort of Satan and his hosts can avail 
to destroy the Church or to stay the 
progress of its testimony. The only real 
hindrance comes from within the Church 
itself as other Scriptures show. 


Verse 19.—“I will give unto thee the 
keys of the kingdom of heaven.” He 
does not speak of the keys of Heaven. 
Peter does not possess the power to open 
or shut Heaven to anyone. The King- 
dom of Heaven is the sphere of Christ’s 
activity, by the Spirit, on earth, during 
His absence in Heaven. On Pentecost, 
Peter opened the doors of the kingdom 
to Israel; in Cornelius’ house, to the 
Gentiles. Binding and loosing were 
terms used in connection with assembly, 
discipline, and declarations of the 
authority of the Word of God> 


Verse 20—“They should tell no man 
that he was Jesus the Christ.” This 
was in view of His rejection. The 
leaders in Israel had decided against 
His claims. The cross now loomed be- 
fore Him. In resurrection He would 
be proclaimed both Lord and Christ 
(Acts 2:36). 


2 Pet. 3:14.—“Seeing that ye look for 
such things.” That is, for the fulfill- 
ment of what is declared in the pre- 
vious part of the chapter. We, as Chris- 
tians, are to live now in the light of then. 

Verse 15.—“The longsuffering of our 
Lord is salvation.” While Christ sits on 
the Father’s throne and His return seems 
to be deferred, the mercy of God is 
going out to sinful men, in saving grace. 
Of this “our beloved brother Paul” had 
written in the Epistle to the Hebrews, 
where, in chapter 12:25-29, he unfolds 
the same truths as Peter sets forth here. 


Verse 16.—“In all his epistles.” All of 
Paul’s Epistles were in circulation al- 
ready when Peter wrote his letter. Note 
that they are linked as inspired writings 
with “the other scriptures.” 

Verse 17—‘“Seeing ye know these 
things before, beware.” The more we 
know of the truth of God’s Word, the 
more responsible we are to stand firmly 
against all forms of wickedness. 


Verse 18.—“Grow in grace, and in the 
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ.” This will ever be the 
result of feeding upon and walking in 
obedience to the holy precepts of the 
Scriptures. 


1 John 3:1—“Behold, what manner of 
love the Father hath bestowed upon us.” 
This is more than that general love of 
John 3:16. and other passages—a love 
that embraces all mankind. Here, it is 
the love of the Father for the family 
of|those who are born from above, who 

now children of God. 


Verse 2—“When he shall appear, we 
shall be like him.” Our hearts are 
directed toward His coming again, when 
we who suffer with Him now shall be 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
13. December 24.—The Ground of Uni- 
SE Sic tees deck nes Luke 
2:8-12; Hebrews 1:1-4; 1 John 1:1-4 
Next Week’s Lesson 


1, January 7.—The Childhood of Jesus, 
Matthew 1 and 2 








manifested with Him in glory and shall 
be made fully like Himself. 


Verse 3.—“Every man that hath this 
hope in him,” that is, everyone who 
lives with His coming in view, “puri- 
fieth himself, even as he [Christ] is 
pure.” The hope of Christ’s return, 
cherished in the heart, has a purifying 
and sanctifying effect on the entire life. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


As we close this most tragic year, how 
important it is that we really know Him 
in His divine-human personality, ever 
living to guide and sustain us as we pass 
through a world that is still in open 
rebellion against God. Assured that He 
is coming again to receive His own to 
Himself and to execute judgment on all 
that is contrary to His will, the Chris- 
tian can goon in peace, no matter what 
difficulties beset him, confident that all 
will be set right in that coming day. 
With this before us, how holy we should 
be and how unworldly, as we seek to 
glorify the One whom the world has 
rejected ! 


A Lesson Outline 


WAITING For Eartn’s RIGHTFUL LorD 


1. A true confession (Matt. 16:16) 
2. A divine revelation (v. 17) 
3. A faithful prediction (vs. 18, 19) 





1. Waiting in faith (2 Pet. 3:14) 

2. God’s long-suffering (v. 15) 

3. Christian growth and 
knowledge (vs. 17, 18) 


expanding 





1. The Father’s love (1 John 3:1) 
2. The. appearing of Christ (v. 2) 
3. The effect of the Blessed Hope (v. 3) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

Things Hard to Be Understood. While 
in most of Paul’s letters there are great 
truths set forth, which are beyond the 
grasp of the natural mind and are only 
opened up to spiritual men (1 Cor. 2: 
12-15), yet it is particularly in the Epis- 
tle to the Hebrews that we find hard 
things, such as in chapters 6 and 10, 
which ignorant and unstable souls wrest 
—that is, twist—from their context, 
unto their own destruction. This is ad- 
ditional proof that Hebrews is from the 
pen of the Apostle Paul. 
Summaries and Applications 

Nothing so quiets the restless spirit 
as the assurance that Jesus is indeed the 
Son of the living God, and He is our 
Saviour and Guide. ~ 

The instructed Christian is well aware 
of the doom awaiting this world, but 
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the darker the days become, the brighter 
shines the hope of the Lord’s return. 

Once Paul had to rebuke Peter (Gal. 
2:11), but this did not result in es- 
trangement in heart. Peter wrote long 
afterward of “our beloved brother Paul.” 

No man g@an really put this world be- 
neath his feet until he has seen a 
brighter and better world above his 
head. 

CHICAGO. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 
AME three things that we should know 
for our present and eternal well-being. 
2. What did Peter’s confession in- 
volve? 
3. What are the “keys of the kingdom’? 
4. What is meant by “such things’ in 2 
Peter 3:14? 
5. What spiritual protection does a Chris- 
tian need? 
6. Why is the anticipation of Christ's re- 
turn called a “blessed hope’’? 
7. What hope is referred to in 1 John 3:3? 
8. Should we pray for peace? 


(Answers on page 939) 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The John Baptist Quiz.—But whom say 
ye that I am? (Matt. 16:15.) Ever since 
I have had trouble with my eyes, and, 
like the historian Parkman, can use 
them only four or five minutes at a 
time, I have to get my intellectual pab- 
ulum (brain food to you) over the radio. 
I listen to statesmen and professors de- 
bate, and preachers sermonize, and 
choirs sing. But I get lots of pleasure 
and profit from quizzes of various sorts. 
I like to see how many of the questions 
I can answer cotfrectly. 

There is one quiz I especially like. 
It advertises 9 brand of yeast. It is 
called “What’s My Name?” A man and 
a woman describe some _ celebrated 
characters, man or woman, in detail, 
and the quizee guesses who the person 
might be. The guesser is rewarded $10, 
$8, $7, 6, according to promptitude in 
the guessing, Then a toast is drunk in 
yeast and tomato juice. 

The quiz idea is supposed to be some- 
thing new and clever. But it is 1,900 
plus years old. The Lord Jesus asked 
some very searching questions. You will 
find some of them in Matthew, the six- 
teenth chapter, verses thirteen to six- 
teen. 

The answer you make to the Lord’s 
question, “Whom say ye that I am?” 
will depend upon your way of life. In 
our last week’s lesson I told something 
of my various religious activities. After 
long and careful study I answered like 
Simon Peter, “Thou art the Christ, the 
Son of the living God.” ‘Then good 
things began to come my way. 
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Jesus seems to have said, “Blessed art 
thou, William H. Ridgway.” I became 
an asset to the town, the state, the 
nation, and Tue Sunpay ScHoo. Times! 
And perhaps a help to you? 

When I was just a “smart aleck” 
alumnus, and said of the Ldérd, “Just 
an enthusiastic young Jew, with a re- 
form-the-world complex,” my influence 
was a featherweight, and I was what the 
college faculty called, “A pain in the 
neck” when my name was mentioned. 
And, young fellows, that is what Pro- 
fessor Doubts will make of you if you 
listen to him, —“A Pain in the Neck.” 


God’s Grace Is God’s Kindness.--Grow 
in grace, and in the knowledge of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ (2 Pet. 
3:18). If someone would say, “Teacher, 
I know what ‘knowledge’ is, but what is 
‘grace’?” what would you tell him? So 
I thought I had better look the word 
“grace” up. Try it some day and you 
will probably be surprised at the many 
meanings. Here are a few: “benevolence, 
Christian charity, God’s love, good will, 
good nature, kindness, heart in the right 
place, mercy of God, enjoyment of di- 
vine favor; any excellence; the unmer- 
ited favor and love of God,” and many 
more. 

I think we will be at the foundation 
of the word when we define it as kind- 

ness. God’s grace is God’s kindness. We 
* “say grace” at the table in recognition 
of God’s kindness in providing the meal 
and the health to enjoy it. Could a 
woman be said to be full of grace if 
she was not full of kindness? 

Peter is giving us the best of advice 
when he urges us to grow in “kindness.” 
“Kindness” is one of the best graces to 
attract friends and helpers. 

As we grow in the knowledge of our 
Lord and Saviour we naturally come 
into all the other good things both of 
this world and the future world. At 
the end of the last century one of the 
wickedest spots in the world was in New 
York City. It was known as “Mulberry 
Bend.” The toughest denizen of this 
“Den of Iniquity” was a girl who was 
infamous as “The Blue Bird of Mul- 
berry Bend.” Mrs. Whittemore was a 
socialite who, being “born again,” turned 
her back on fashionable “Upper Fifth 
Avenue” and went downtown to help 
save the “angels who had lost their 
way.” When she came to “Blue Bird,” 
Mrs. Whittemore put her arms around 
her and kissed her and pinned a rose on 
her breast. “Blue Bird” by this was won 
to Christ. She “grew in grace and... 
knowledge” and became “the Angel of 
Mulberry Bend” instead of the she-devil 
of Mulberry Bend. She was used in 
winning many of the underworld to 
the Lord Jesus. 

At the same time, there was in New 
York, a river thief named Jerry Mc- 
Auley who was won to Christ. He grew 
in grace and knowledge and was the 
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founder of the modern rescue mission. 
The Water Street Mission under the 
Brooklyn Bridge is his monument. 
This woman and this man are men- 
tioned because they were widely known. 
You will have examples locally as con- 
vincing exhibits. Ask the Salvation 
Army, they are rich in similar cases. 


The Tireless Thirties—Beloved, now 
are we the sons of God ... we shall 
be like him; for we shall see him as he is 
(1 John 3:2). A famous New York City 
preacher who is on the air every Sun- 
day in his season, the other day said 
this: “In one of the great hymns of 
the church we sing: 

When I survey the wondrous cross 

On which the Prince of glory died — 
but that is not the way Isaac Watts 
wrote it. What he said was: 

When I survey the wondrous cross 

Where the young Prince of glory died. 
The preacher. wondered why the line 
had ever been changed since the Prince 
of glory was a young man. 

This writer began producing the “Cor- 
ner” for the first lesson of January, 
1907. The first paragraph was on Gene- 
sis 1:1. “In' the beginning God.” The 
paragraph began with the following 
from Joseph Cook, “A man’s life means: 
Tender teens, Teachable twenties, Tire- 
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less thirties, Fiery forties, Forcible fifties, 
Serious sixties, Sacred seventies, Aching 
eighties, Shortening breath, Death, The 
sod, God.” 

According to the text, in the -next 
world, we are all going to be in the 
“Tireless thirties” class, for that was 
where Jesus was when they killed Him. 
“We shall be like him,” the young Prince 
of glory. There will be no bald heads, 
dim eyes, dull ears, or dental handi- 
work in Paradise ! 

When you arrive “Up There” you 
will, perhaps, see me as I was when I 
took my bride to El Nidito. Those were 
indeed the “Tireless thirties.” We lived 
largely out of our garden, in which early 
in the morning and long after office 
hours at night, I worked “tirelessly” 
to pay for “El Nidito,” our new home. 
In our “Tireless thirties” we lived out 
of the garden with fried tomatoes, fried 
eggplant, fried squash, succotash, and 
not out of the butcher shop with roasts, 
steaks, chops, and hamburgers! 

It was also in the “Tireless thirties” 
we took on the Iron Rose Bible Class 
and began to appreciate our royalty as 
one of the sons of God. Little Queen 
Anne El Nidito, now paid for, became 
the “Palace.” 

As I close this lesson the last day of 
the year, I want to say that all the per- 
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Lesson for December 31 


sonal stuff I write is simply in the hope 
of encouraging other young men to 
make life’s journey over the same God- 
led life. So, Happy New Year to you all! 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 
we 


The Illustration Round Table 


Leafiets giving a list of the lessons for the 
Tet end and ss the conditions under which 
accepted may had from 

the -¥ for 10 cents. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three months 
in advance of the lesson, and should not be 


earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” Preference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Because of the 


Finit the total eubriitied on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 

Three Kinds of Mission Work.—There- 
fore, my beloved brethren, be ye sted- 
fast, unmoveable, always abounding in 
the work of the Lord, forasmuch as 
ye know that your labour is not 
in vain in the Lord (1 Cor. 15:58, 
Golden Text). A missionary being 
retired and ill, his wife writes this let- 
ter, in which is seen the triumph of an 
unconquered spirit: ‘He has not spoken 
for twenty months, has a nurse day and 
night, and is paralyzed on the right 
side. One looks and wonders; this is 
the brain God used and enlarged, this 
is the hand tha’ wrote the translated 
Bible—and now he is helpless! But 
God’s Word is not bound; its message 
is still alive; and some day His faithful 
servant will walk into the sunrise and 
sing the songs of the redeemed... . 
I enjoyed foreign mission work, then 
home mission work after my husband’s 
retirement, and now I am living in sub- 
mission work. Day by day I have a 
task, and He gives me strength and 
grace.”—From the Moody Monthly. Sent 
by Albert Mygatt, Lincoln, Nebr. Prize 
illustration. 


« The “Coming” Religion.—Unmoveable 
(i Cor. 15:58, Golden Text). Every lit- 
tle while someone writes a book on “The 
Religion of the Future,” or, “The Com- 
ing Religion.” The greatest coming re- 
ligion in the world is Christianity. It 
began with the coming of Jesus. It is 
full of coming: “Suffer the little chil- 
dren to come unto me”; “Come unto me 

. .”; “If any man thirst, let him come”; 
“Even so, come.”—From The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by Mrs. B. Dowen, 
Eastbourne, Sussex, Eng. 


On Its Last Legs—And the gates of 
hell shall not prevail against it (Matt. 
16:18). Bishop Quayle tells us that a 
Man once came to him and said, “Mr. 
Quayle, you are a minister.” “Yes, sir.” 
“Mr. Quayle, I regret to tell you, for I 
think you are a good fellow, that Chris- 
tianity is on its last legs.” “Yes,” said 
Mr. Quayle, “you are right, my friend; 
-it is also on its first legs. It needs but 
those. They suffice.”—From “The Dyna- 
mite of God,” by W. A. Quayle. Sent by 
M. H. James, Toronto, Can. 
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Progress — Upward.—Grow in grace 
(2 Pet. 3:18). There is progress in a 
Christian’s life when he may not seem 
to be going ahead—like a canal boat 
in a lock, when it stands still but is ris- 
ing all the time—From D. L. Moody, 
in “Windows.” Sent by E. M. James, 
Toronto, Can. 


What Do You Want Most?—We shall 
see him (1 John 3:2). From a steam- 
boat plying on the Mississippi River, 
says the Rev. R. V. Miller, a woman fell 
into the water. A good swimmer leaped 
in and saved her. On the deck women 
ministered to her needs. “Do you wish 
a cup of hot coffee?” asked one. “No,” 
she answered. Her wishes were sought 
by several. Finally one attendant asked, 
“What do you want?” To which the 
rescued woman replied, “I want to see 
the man who saved me.” My Christian 
friend, can you long for anything more 
than to “see the Man who saved you,” 
to see “this same Jesus”? And then 
what a grand reunion with risen and 
raptured saints! We shall be “caught 
up together with them” (1 Thess. 4:17). 
—From The Sunday School Times. Sent 
by Ruth B. McDowell, Schnectady, N. Y. 


Why Dr. Stratton Quit Smoking.— 
And every man that hath this hope in 
him purifieth himself, even as he is pure 
(1 John 3:3). The late Dr. John Roach 
Stratton, valiant defender of the faith, 
gave this testimony: “I wish to bear 
my own personal testimony that I did 
not overcome the habit of smoking until 
the truth of the return of our Lord 
came home clearly to my mind and 
heart. Wher I did thus believe that 
Jesus Christ is surely coming back to 
this world again, even as He plainly 
promised, and that His coming for His 
church — the redeemed — may be at any 
moment, I found grace to throw pipes 
and cigars away completely, never to 
take them up again. I did not want 
Jesus to come back and find me with a 
breath that was offensive, or presenting 
the sorry spectacle of a preacher with 
a pipe or cigar in the corner of his 
mouth !"—From The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by Ruth B. McDowell, 
Schnectady, N. Y. 


For Primary Tecchers 
By Ethel S. Low 


ERE we are, at the very last Sun- 

day in another year. How fast 
they pass. We have had four quarters 
of study, each one different. Some of 
them have been very difficult for your 
little children, but with the ingenious- 
ness of Primary teachers, I am sure you 
have adapted them, using what you 
could. When the lesson is too deep for 
them, you -can always take one point, 
and make the lesson around that, for 
the Primary child can only remember 
and understand two or three. points, at 
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the most, and often get the best lesson 
when it is centered around one thought. 

Several have written asking for the 
quiz questions again, so we will try 
them again in January, when we begin 
our studies in Matthew. 

The lesson today centers around that 
wonderful conversation the Lord had 
with His disciples, wheri He asked who 
men said He was. You remember how 
they told Him what the people said 
about Him, and then He asked them 
that all-important question, “Whom say 
ye that I am?” 

That is yet the most important ques- 
tion any person must answer. And every 
person must answer it. Many think they 
are escaping an answer by saying they 
are not interested in religion, but they 
are giving an answer. This is the most 
important question the children can an- 
swer, and it is so good to have them 
learn to know the Lord early in life. 
In the Primary class is a good place to 
decide for Christ. People may tell you 
not to expect a Primary child to accept 
Christ, but they are wrong. Many such 
little children love the Lord Jesus Christ 
and want to tell you and the class about 
it. Encourage them in this. 

Make every lesson a Christ-centered 
lesson. Keep Him ever before the children, 
as the Saviour and Lord. Make Him 
pre-eminent in your teaching. 

For this last Sunday in December, try 
to gather up the year in a backward 
glance, remind the children of some of 
the lessons they have enjoyed, bring to 
mind some of the special things they 
have learned. It would be a good time 
for a review of Memory Verses. See 
how many they have learned this year. 

A little blackboard work might help. 
Put down the verses. Count up the new 
scholars that have come during the year. 
Call to mind the children who have 
left during the year. A year is an 
awfully long time in a child’s life, espe- 
cially when he is but six or seven years 
old. So make this year an important 
thing, and then point forward to the 
New Year, which begins tomorrow. 

Just a little suggestion for you. Give 
each child a calendar to take home. If 
your finances will stand the strain, one 
of the Scripture calendars would be 
grand. Perhaps you can make up one 
with a picture and a verse for each 
month. This is a way to get the Gospel 
into some of the non-Christian homes. 
Think up ways to send the Gospel home 
with the children. Many a father and 
mother have been saved through the 
Word that a little child has brought 
home to them. 

This has been one of the most terrible 
years in history for the world, and one 
of the saddest and most full of grief 
for many families, and only the Lord 
Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit can 
comfort and sustain many in the trials 
they have had to bear. Whether the 


_ next year will be better or worse, only 
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God knows, but we know that He knows 
the way He takes, and He knows the 
way He is leading us, and no trial shall 
come to us that is greater than we can 
bear, for He is the Burden-Begarer. Put 
your own burden there, and teach the 
children to take their troubles to the 
Lord Jesus, for He loves them. 

May the Lord bless you in your teach- 
ing. 

Mopesto, CALir. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


OR review, the blackboard design 

of a rising sun, used the first lesson 
this quarter, may be reproduced. The 
‘ teacher may give a personal testimony 
of some light she has received through 
the Lord Jesus. Then pupils may be 
led to tell what light they have gotten 
from the lessons. Did the Trouble Box 
and the Light Box. with answers from 
the Lord Jesus’ Book help anyone? 

“Ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that, though he was rich, yet 
for your sakes he became poor, that ye 
through his poverty might be rich” (2 
Cor. 8:9, Y verse). When and where 
was the Lord Jesus Christ rich? When 
was He poor? Why did He change from 
being rich to being poor? Did people 
on earth then understand who He was 
and why He was here? (Some did and 
some did not.) How did the shepherds 
know? After He began to teach and 
heal people, some folks explained it by 
saying that other famous speakers and 
miracle workers had come to life again. 
One day the Lord gave His own special 
friends a quiz to see if they understood 
(as I asked you questions to see if you 
understood the first part of the Y 
verse.) In Matthew 16:13, find question 
one; in verse 14, answer one; in verse 
15, question two; in verse 16, answer 
two; in verse 17, who got the highest 
score and why? Would you have an- 
swered the question right? 

Now here’s another hard question for 
you about the verse we started with: 
what riches do you get by the Lord’s 
having been poor? (A variety of an- 
swers is possible for both the present 
and the future. List them on the black- 
board.) Peter, who answered the Lord’s 
quiz question so well, mentions one 
thing you'll get—a rich home, 2 Peter 
3:13. (Add to the list if not already 
mentioned.) John, who was also there 
the day of the quiz, gives another — the 
rich family you're getting into, 1 John 
3:1, 2. (Add this to the list, too.) 

If God is giving you such a wonderful 
home and family, how should you be 
living in the meantime until you get 
there? See what Peter suggests in 2 
Peter 3:14, 18. (Make a second list: 
1. Being good. 2. Learning about the 
Lord.) Which idea of Peter’s does John 
repeat in different words in 1 John 3:3? 
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Paul writes Titus the same thing, and 
adds another. Can you find it in Titus 
2:13, 142 “Zealous of good works” (Z 
verse. Add to the list: 3. Doing good 
deeds.) 

Tomorrow is New Year’s Day. Have 
you heard people speak of turning over 
a new leaf? (Discuss its meaning. Show 
a booklet which you may call “Robert’s 
Record.” One page, dated 1944, bears 
a dated list of acts common to children’s 
conduct, such as, “March 3, Robert told 
his mother a lie.”) I don’t think Robert 
would enjoy having people read parts 
of this. I think he’d like to turn it over 
and start again on a nice clean page, 
and try to keep his record good. (After 
children have discussed the theoretical 
side, each one may make a folder with 
one page for 1944 in which are frankly 
stated his own faults. First John 1:9 may 
be used and written across the faults to 
cancel them. Then a new page may be 
started for 1945, in which he writes the 
way he wants his record for 1945 to read. 


BuckKSPoRT, MAINE. 
we 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, as we stand today upon 

the threshold of a new year we are 
wondering just what it may have in 
store for us. All signs point to some 
tremendous changes and readjustments 
which will vitally affect each one of us. 
In a very real sense we are about to 
enter a new world, very different from 
anything we have known before. There 
are possibilities of progress and there 
are possibilities of disaster. The prob- 
able ending of war and the processes 
of establishing peace in the. world will 
involve untold difficulties, and will re- 
quire superhuman intelligence, skill, 
and patience on the part of world 
leaders. Responsibility for success in 
this will filter down in some measure 
to the veryleast of us. You and I will 
have a definite part to play in it which 
will affect the outcome, not only for 
ourselves but for our nation—and that 
means also for the world. 


Did I say superhuman intelligence? | 


Well, I meant just that, for it will re- 
quire divine guidance and divine grace 
and power. And here comes in our 
lesson today a Rock to stand upon, a 
Rock for assurance and steadiness as 
we look out ahead and plan our course. 
It is the Rock of testimony to the deity 
and Saviourhood of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. “Upon this rock I will build my 
church,” said the Lord to Peter. And 
the Golden Text is fitly chosen to ac- 
company the figure: “Be ye stedfast, 
unmoveable, always abounding in the 
work of the Lord.” Steadfast, unmov- 


able, yet abounding. Looks like an al- 
most paradoxical matching of terms, yet 
an absolutely true picture. 
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Jesus says in John 15, “I am the vine, 
ye are the branches.” Have you ever 
studied a grapevine, loaded with grapes? 
Did you note how still the branch is 
just where it joins the sturdy vine? Out 
on the edges the leaves and clusters of 
grapes may be waving in the breeze, 
but down in the unmovable vine the 
branch is “abiding” very still, quite un- 
moved also. Because it is abiding stead- 
fastly there, it is receiving the nourish- 
ing, fruitmaking sap which flows. into 
the branch, and it has to bear fruit! 
“He that abideth in me,” says Jesus, 
“and I in him, the same bringeth forth 
much fruit: for without me ye can do 
nothing” (John 15:5). So, fellows, get 
on the Rock for 1945. Fix your faith in 
the Vine—the Lord Jesus Christ. Stay 
there, quiet and steadfast, and you will 
find yourself bearing fruit. That will 
give you a certain peace, no matter what 
may be the conditions, national or in- 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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Lésson for December 31 


ternational. The Lord makes it possible 
even in a time like this for us to look 
out upon a “Happy New Year.” 


JACKSONVILLE, N. C. 
ve 


My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 


LEARNING TO LOOK AHEAD 


ERE we are, this last day of 1944, 

looking backward at our disappoint- 
ments, attainments, and our memories — 
pleasant and sad. For some we are glad, 
for others we are very sorry, but past 
history cannot be changed. Our hope 
lies in tomorrow. Will it find us “farther 
than today” in health, wisdom, careers, 
friendships, service to others, and fel- 
lowship with Christ? What are some 
of your goals for 1945? In our lesson 
we find Christ looking ahead with Peter 
to his life of usefulness (Matt. 16:16- 
20); Peter looking ahead with friends 
to victory through Christ for everyday 
living (2 Pet. 3:14-18); and John look- 
ing ahead to the time when we shall 
see Christ in person (1 John 3:1-3). 


Know the Saviour—If you had been 
with the Lord Jesus and His disciples 
when the two questions of the conver- 
sation at Czsarea Philippi were asked, 
what would you have said? What do 
your parents and neighbors think of 
Christ? What do your girl and boy 
friends think of Him? Whom do you 
say that He is? What does it mean that 
Jesus of Bethlehem and Nazareth is “the 
Son of the living God’? What differ- 
ence will it make to you this year if 
you know Christ or not? What differ- 
ence has He made to those of you who 
have known Him? 


Know the Bible—Peter did not real- 
ize, when he gave his testimony, how 
important it was to keep on increasing 
in the knowledge of his Lord, but when 
he wrote the words of the second text 
he knew from experience how easily 
one may grow indifferent and fearful 
and deny the Saviour. What did he ad- 
vise us to do in order to keep in touch 
with the Lord Jesus? 


What is your means of spiritual 
growth? Is your life cluttered and 
crowded with unnecessary things? Are 
you making room for Christ? Do you 
study His Word, which you may right- 
fully consider His personal Word to you? 
As you will be taking time for health, 
good grooming, and fun, will you put 
daily Bible study on your time schedule 
for 1945? 


(If left to themselves, the girls may 
neglect this important means of Chris- 
tian growth. Distribute one of the many 
available suggestions for daily home 
Bible reading, or present at this time 
the Pocket Testament League pledge.1) 


2The Pocket Testament League, Inc., 156 
Fifth Ave., New York 10, N.-Y.. 
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Know that you will see Christ—“Why 
does the minister talk so much about 
Heaven?” asked Gordon. “Most of us 
are not very likely to die for a long 
time.” 

“How do you know you won't die 
soon?” argued his pal Bob. “Anyway, 
you ought to start living a heavenly life 
now while you have the sense and 
strength to do it. But then, we might 
not die at all. Christ may come and 
take us from this earth to be with Him.” 


“Every man that hath this hope in 
him purifieth himself, even as he is 
pure” (1 John 3:3). To be-like Christ, 
what an incentive for knowing Him, for 
growing in grace, and for anticipating 
His return! What will it mean to be 
like Christ? What is He like? Even 
during busy days we spend time trying 
new hair-do’s, and selecting becoming 
garments as we try to make ourselves 
attractive, but at best we only have 
earth-patterns to follow. When we look 
upon the Lord Jesus Christ all of His 
radiant beauty will be reflected upon 
ourselves. When.we. are like Christ we 
will not self-conscious any longer. 
We will only be’ conscious of Him! 

Looking ;ahead for Christ! What a 
project for 1945! 


ALPAUGH, Cai, ™ 
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This Week's Questions Answered 
(The qvestions are om page 935) 


1. Know God’s Son as personal Saviour: 
know God's Word as guide to living; know 
that when we see Christ we shall become 
like Him. 


2. The recognition of the divine and hu- 
man natures in Jesus Christ, the promised 
Messiah. 


3. A key signifies instruction. The way 
into the Kingdom was opened by preaching 
the Gospel. 


4. The passing away of the present world, 
to be succeeded by the new heavens and 
the new earth. 


5. A Christian must ‘keep growing “in 
grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord” 
in order not to be “led away with the error 
of the wicked” into a life of fruitless world- 
liness. 

6. Joy will be twofold: we shall see Christ 
“as he is,”” and we shall be given His own 
beauty and attractiveness. , 


7. The hope of the Lord’s personal return. 


8. Yes; our hearts long for peace, if it is 
God's will; but pray rather that God’s plan 
in this war be worked out. 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times and Christian Youth, 
in all departments: press, mailing, and 
composing rooms; subscription, account- 
ing, business, circulation, advertising, 
and editorial departments; for the writers 
of lesson articles, and other contributors; 
and for God’s blessing upon the contents 
of the two papers. 





* (11) 939 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
Father, we would be more steadfast in 
our purposes and our loyalty to Thee. 
We confess before Thee today our weak- 
ness of will, and uncertainty of purpose, 
when Thou dost call upon us to be 
steady and firm in the great facts of our 
faith as they have been shown to us in 
Thy Word. Help us to be guarded 
against the easy following of false 
leaders, and protected against their de- 
ceptive wiles as we go forward where 
duty leads us. May we put first not the 
things that so easily turn us aside from 
the straight path, but may we let Thy 
will be in full control of our choices. 
May we walk with Thee in unswerving 
faithfulness no matter what the tempta- 
tions may be along our journey, through 
this world. This we ask in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 


After the Lesson.—What is the title of 
today’s lesson? Yes, “The Basis of Cour- 
age for the Future.” Do you ever get 
a little afraid of the future? Do you 
wonder what may come to you to startle 
you and frighten you as you hurry past 
the dark places in your home? Have 
you not noticed that the strange thing 
that you feared was not there when you 
got there, and that some unexpected 
joy had been prepared for you? It is 
just like our loving Heavenly Father to 
do that. A little boy was walking with 
his father through the woods. The night 
was dark, and the boy did not know the 
way. He held his father’s hand closely. 
“I am not afraid, Father,” he said, “when 
I am close to you.” The knowledge that 
the little fellow was not alone out there 
in the woods was a wonderful comfort 
to him. So it is with any of us who 
realize the presence of our Heavenly 
Father along life’s way, when things 
seem dark and the way very uncertain. 
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But the way is not really dark to any- 
one who is trusting God, for beyond the 
shadows is God “keeping watch above 
His own.” We are not to fall from our 
own steadfastness, but as we move on 
through eur surroundings we are to 


‘know that the grace of God is with us, 


grace and power to serve where we are, 
and so to do His will in the growing 
experiences that He wishes us to have. 
Do you trust Him as you go by His 
grace and by His presence? Will you 
be steadfast? Let us pray. 
PHILADELPHIA. 
we 


Curistian Youtu is the Times paper 
for young people. Write for sample copy. 





® More than 300 Wheaton.men and 
women are at work in the mission field. 
They are preaching the gospel from 
China to Chile with all the major 
evangelical missionary agencies. 
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@ Many Wheaton men and women 
have chosen the field of medicine, 
chemistry, and physics. The record 
they have made has been a credit to 
‘Wheaton College and has honored the 
Lord whom they love. Forty-five 
Wheaton men are serving as doctors 
in the Armed Forces, 











@ In recent years no college-has sup- 
plied as many men for the gospel min- 
istry as Wheaton College. More than 
600 now preach God’s Word in 
churches large and small in all pasts 
of the land. Their impact on the evan- 
'gelical world is incalculable. 
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@ Many Wheaton graduates go into 
business. They are finding opportun- 
ities as Christian laymen to witness by 
word and by life. You will find them 
busy in their churches and supporting 
the Lord’s work by their means.’ 





@ Many of Wheaton’s women grad- 
uates become housewives. They are 
called on to establish a Christian home 
and to bear a faithful witness in their 
community. Most frequently they find 
time to be active in their church, Sun- 
day School and in child and youth 
evangelism. 


@ But what of the future? 





“For Christ And 





@ Wheaton’s honor roll contains the 
names of 1,222 now engaged in the 
great struggle. Of this number 107 are 
chaplains. Others are finding oppor- 
tunity as officers and enlisted men to 
do Christian work and to witness. 








@ The teaching profession has attract- 
ed many of Wheaton’s alumni. They 
are serving the Lord ih secular and 
Christian schools and colleges, in Bible 
schools, and seminaries. Several have 
been honored with the responsibility 
of heading these schools. 





@ Wheaton must enlarge its facilities 


immediately to take care of the hun- 
dreds of young men and women who 
want what Wheaton has for them, but 
cannot be accommodated, 
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| His Kingdom” 





















WHEATON COLLEGE... 


q eee WHEATON COLLEGE has served God 
| and nation for 84 years. That God has kept Wheaton through all these years is evi- 
dence that He would have His Word honored in an institution of the highest aca- 


demic standards. Most colleges and universities, whose founding dates back to the 





same era (Wheaton was founded in 1860), have long since abandoned the evangel- 


ical basis on which they started. 


0 The outstanding work that has been done by Wheaton graduates in all walks of 
life and their contributions to Christian leadership has completely justified the policy 


of adhering to. the principles of the founders. 


4 0 Today Wheaton College faces an enlarged and more extensive ministry. Hun- 





dreds of young people have been turned away because of alack of facilities to provide 


for them. 
$c 0 To meet this challenge, it will be necessary for Wheaton's friends to give gen- 
erously of their means as God enables. Send for the booklet, “An Eternal Investment.” 


THIS ADVERTISEMENT WAS PREPARED AND PURCHASED 
BY THE WHEATON COLLEGE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION. 


Address Dept. AT-124 


WHEATON COLLEGE WHEATON, ILLINOIS 
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Christian preparatory school offering accredited 

four-year training for College entrance. Strong 
courses, Orthodox Christian teachers. Wholesome 
social, athletic, and extra-curricular activities 
Academy stud- 
ents enjoy the 
Coliege atrnos- 
phere Ad- 
dress the Dean, 
Box T 1244 
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TWO VALUES 
FOR ONE 
Assured income for Life, 
Joy in Helping Others 
through Salvation Army 
Gift Annuities. 


Learn how you may receive 
Life Income that is safe, dependable ond 

wlor. Income tax deduction. Rotes 
24%, to 7% depending on age Write for 


FREE packer, giving age Annuity Dep't 144 
THE SALVATION ARMY 120 W. 141m, 51. 


















Free Tithing Leaflets 


PREE to any Evangelical Christian minister, Sunday 
school or missionary superintendent, one copy of 
of Heaven” for each family in his 


congregation, providing he will agree to give a talk on 


Tithing before distribution. Write, stating denomina- 
tion and number of leaflets desired, to 


TITHER 710-S Title insurance Bidg. 


Los Angeles 13, California 


JOHN BROWN SCHOOLS 


JOHN BROWN UNIVERSITY (ond Academy) — 
Co-Educational. Siloam 


Spri ings, Ark. “America® ‘s 
first university of Radio 
station, airtield, laboratory testing. 


BROWN ey ACADEMY 
San Lg MO Junior Schcol through 
College. ighest ‘cetleral War-Dept. rating. 
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Brown School for Girls, Lg = Calif. we 
Military Academy of Ozarks, Siloam Springs, Ark 
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The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, December 31 


Has This Been a Good Year? 
(Psa. 65:11-13; 90:11-17) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of — Endeavor, and are used 
by permission. 
HE last day of the year has long 
been used in business as a day on 
which to take account of stock. Making 
an inventory of the goods in hand is 
useful not only in checking over the 
profits or losses of the year that has 
gone, but is also a valuable guide in 
setting the course and the objectives for 
the year that is ahead. 

Just so, in the spiritual life taking 
account of stock on this last day of the 
year should help us to be mindful df the 
blessings and the failures of 1944, and 
should also help us to see some of the 
mistakes that should be avoided in 1945, 
and should spur us on to higher ground 
and to greater usefulness, as we reflect 
on God’s goodness and provision that 
have brought us thus far. 


se 

To some of us, 1944 has brought many 
changes and heartaches. We have said 
good-by, at least for a time, to some 
of our dearest friends and loved ones. 
Some. of us have been away from home, 
perhaps for the first time. Perhaps some 
have received heartbreaking news of 
the death of a dear one in some far- 
distant land. We may have been keenly 
conscious at this holiday season of sep- 
aration and loneliness. But few, if any, 
of us will be unable to write down op- 
posite these very real and difficult ex- 
periences many instances cf God’s good- 
ness and mercy and love. 

we 

It may help us to take a sheet of paper 
and make an actual inventory cf the 
helpful and difficult experiences that 
have come to us in 1944, not forgetting 
to set down the many friends God has 
spared to us; the comfort that has come 
from His Word, just when we needed it 
most; the provisions for daily needs; 
daily health and strength; the fortitude 
He supplied that enabled us to meet 
trouble; the sweet comfort of His pres- 
ence that flooded our beings when our 
hearts were torn or sad; the guidance 
that kept us from mistakes and peril 





Now more than ever — the Gift of Gifts— 
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Truly, we cannot but realize, with Sam- 
uel of old, that “hitherto hath the Lord 
helped us” (1 Sam. 7:12). 
we 

But reassuring as it may be to reflect 
on God’s faithfulness in the year that has 
passed, perhaps an even more beneficial 
exercise will be to examine our own 
hearts, as we ask ourselves just how the 
difficult and the good things that have 
come to us in 1944 have caused us to 
grow in grace and in the knowledge of 
our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. Has 
prosperity and blessing taught us thank- 
fulness and humility and generosity? 
Have we learned patience and trust, as 
cherished plans have had to be post- 
poned or abandoned? Has sorrow or 
separation taught us to lean harder on 
Christ, and to have a greater understand- 
ing of and sympathy for those in sor- 
row? Has failure or disappointment in 
a friend brought us closer to the One 
who never fails? Have our own failures 
thrown us in utter abandonment on the 
victorious Christ, and given us a disposi- 
tion to hate the sin that caused us to 
grieve Him and to be willing, at any cost, 
to let Him undertake for us in the future? 
If so, then the very failures and dif- 
ficulties may be reckoned as a means of 
grace to draw us on to God. 

. se 

And even if the answers to most of 
these questions must be “No,” it is still 
not too late. No matter how many times 
we have failed God, He is still ready to 
make the year that is ahead the most 
wonderful one we have ever known, if 
we will only give Him the chance. We 
may not be able to recall lost oppor- 
tunities, but He can provide new ones. 
It may not be His will to remove every 
trial or difficulty in the coming year, 
but He can and will supply grace to 
enable us to meet them triumphantly. 
Loved ones that have been taken from 
us cannot be recalled, but we may find 
in Him a love so precious that the hurt 
and sense of loss will be enfolded until 
the pain is gone and sweet peace and 
quiet joy take its place. 

Se 

His word to us, as we stand on the 
threshold of 1945, is to take our eyes off 
the things that have gone before and to 
fasten them on Himself. He is both the 
Author and the Finisher, the Designer 
and Enabler, of the course that is ahead 
(Heb. 12:1, 2). Not our successes or 
failures of the past, not even His bless- 
ings of the past, are to be the object of 
our gaze, as we'stretch forward in the 
race that is before us for the coming 
year. He alone is to be the object of 
our gaze as we run. The doing of His 
perfect will is to absorb all our energies. 
To please the One who loved us and 
gave Himself for us is to be our greatest 
ambition and desire. Will you “run, 

- looking,” in 1945? 
PHILADELPHIA. 
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Answers to “Who Wrote These?” 


(Quiz on page 933) 
. Reginald Heber. 
. Phillips Brooks. 
Nahum Tate. 
. Josiah G. Holland. 
Martin Luther. 
Edmund H. Sears. 
. Christina G. Rossetti. 
. Charles Wesley. 
. Isaac Watts. 
. Joseph Mohr. 
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The Dangers of Astrology 
(Continued from page 933) 


drift of all of them according to the 
pattern for each day, how do astrologers 
know all the combinations? The planet 
Neptune takes 165 years to make its 
circuit, and if all the other planets were 
fixed like a nail in the wall, the rela- 
tive position of Neptune to all the others 
on a given date could not be the same 
again before 165 years. 

“It. is often testified that predictions 
of astrologers are fulfilled. Similar tes- 
timony is given of tea leaves, palmistry, 
numerology, and the omens of black 
cats. It is not difficult to succeed at 
fortunetelling if one is clever in the use 
of cryptic phrases and ambiguous patter. 
I had a neighbor who was solemnly 
warned by an astrologer to ‘beware of 
wheels” That could mean anything 
from a wrist watch to a Ferris wheel. 
To heed the warning, one must have less 
equipment than an untamed red Indian. 
I once heard a pulpit orator compliment 
a young preacher who had tried to 
preach, with the remark, ‘Brother, that 
was a great effort.’ 

“One who is clever in the choice of 
words can find pleasing words for un- 
pleasant traits of character. Cowardice 
may be called caution. Credulity may 
be called faith. Lazines®? may be de- 
scribed as a passive disposition. One 
given to dissipation will pay 50 cents to 
be rated as convivial. A flirt is one with 
a loving disposition. Who will deny that 
a waster, who pokes nickels into a slot 
machine, is optimistic? Even a thief 
has acquisitive ways. ° 

“What about births that are prema- 
ture or somewhat delayed? Are they 
advanced or retarded by the planets to 
fit the disposition of the child, or is the 
disposition revised to fit the date of the 
first breath? 

“If you wish to test the powers of an 
astrologer give him an accurate descrip- 
tion of a friend and the year of the 
friend’s birth. Answer all questions ex- 
cept the name of the person and the 
month and day of birth. As a precau- 
tion, let it be one whose birth day you 
do not know, other than the year. Ask 
the astrologer to reveal the exact date. 
He will have one chance in 365 of guess- 
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ing right, if you do not give him time 
to get information from others. I tried 
such a method once and the diviner was 
very angry with me.” 


Children at Home 


The Little Lapps’ Christmas 
By Etta W. Schlichter 


F I should give you the real names 

of the little Lapp children I am go- 
ing to tell you about, they’d look so 
queer in print and sound so funny when 
you tried to say them, that I’m just 
going to call them Johnny Lapp and 
Peter Lapp and David and Mary and 
Susie Lapp. 

These little children lived in Lap- 
land. Do you know where that is? It’s 
away, way up in the North, where there 
is snow nearly all the time and where 
there are very few trees. The people 
ride over the snow on sleds pulled by 
reindeer, the very kind you’ve seen in 
the pictures of Santa Claus. 

You’d think Lapland was a very queer 
place to live. In midsummer the sun 
shines all the time, so there isn’t any 
night. When bedtime comes, you’d have 
to go to bed by day. I don’t believe 
you'd like that, but the little Lapp chil- 
dren are used to it. 

Then in midwinter the sun never 
shines at all. It is night all the time. 
All the light they have outdoors to play 
in is from the moon and stars and one 
thing more that I'll tell you about be- 
fore I finish my story. 

Don’t you think you’d rather live here 
where there is always morning light to 
wake you up and evening dark to tell 
you when it is time to go to bed? ° 

How do the little Lapp children spend 
Christmas? They live much nearer 
the North Pole than we do, but they 
do not have Christmas trees and pres- 
ents as we have. They have a very fine 
Christma. though, without those things. 

All day the day before Christmas, 
Johnny and Peter, David, Mary, and 
Susie were so excited they could hardly 
wait. They hadn’t any playmates ex- 
cept one another, for nobody lived 
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America’s No. 1 Blind Man 
Walter D. Kallenbach, Ph.D., Th.D. 
Famous Blind Evangelist 
PRESENTING the first book in the “That 

en May” Series— Evangelistic Sermons which 
are unique expositions of Scripture. 
“THAT MEN MAY 
KNOW”— Features: The 
_ Scientific explanations of 
“the “Blood of Christ” — 
Mrs. Kallenbach’s Testi- 
mony — Dr. Kallenbach’s 
“Freedom from Dope.” 


Cloth bound, $1. 00 


postpaid. 





“THAT MEN MAY’’ SERIES — complete 
An Ideal Christmas Gift 
“THAT MEN MAY KNOW” 
“THAT MEN MAY BELIEVE” 
“THAT MEN MAY LIVE” 
“THAT MEN MAY SEE” 
Cloth bound, postpaid, $1. ae, or 
all four at special price . $3. 50 
$1.00 COMBINATION OFFER: 
Individual discussions. on phases of Christian 
Doctrine Vital and challenging! 
1 — Standard Gente a Evangelism 
12 — Scripture Helps for Personal Work 
1 — Salvation and What Follows 


1 — Law and Commandment 
1 — Message and Authorship of Epistle to the 
Hebrews 
weet 6 ik 6 ee ete 8 ° 


HIGHER SIGNIFICANCE OF THE GOSPEL 
Answers question, “What is the Gospel?”—also 
contains Dr. Kallenbach’s Life Story. 
Cloth bound, postpaid . . . . $1.50 
Paper bound, postpaid . - $1.00 
Complete Library of Dr. Kallenbach’s 
beale as listed eee, postpaid . $6.00 
Order from Department SST 


NORTHLAND PUBLISHING HOUSE 
2642 University Avenue St. Paul 4, Minn. 




















A Chemist and His Bible 


By Charles M. A. Stine, Ph.D., Se.D., LL.D. 


A masterful booklet of apologetics on 
the truth and wonders of the Bible by a 
man who for many years has been ‘the 
Director of Research of one of America’s 
largest industrial corporations. 


‘ Paper bound — 25 cents, postpaid 





The Sunday School Times Co. 
325 N. 13th S8t., Phila. 5, Pa. 
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Yours... 
A 32-page FREE Booklet 
12 Years of Progress 


Vision and development of missionary broadcast- 
ing through 


Radio Station HCJB, Quito, Ecuador. 


Write: THE VOICE OF THE ANDES, 156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, New York 
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WHEN YOU THINK COLLEGE 








wee: Through the Bible Study 


poem, Genesis to Revelation, Chapter by Chapter. 
‘.. : 
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For Sunday Schools, Bible Classes, 
Young People’s and Missionary Socie- 
ties Vorlons Bible Schools, Prayer 
Meetings, and Home Study. 


Samples 15c; 4 grades 50c; set $2.40 


Through the Bible Study, 2010 Bryan, Dallas, Texas 








A Voice From Beyond 
and other poems 
Composed by 
PHILIP E. HOWARD 
President of The Sunday School Times Co. 


A collection of heart-stirring poems, 
the reading of which will bring pleas- 
ure to every Christian. 


Paper bound, 50 cents postpaid 








The Sunday School Times Company 
825 N. 18th St., Philadelphia 5, Pa.. 
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Christ, the Apostles, and Wine 
By Ernest Gordon 
Students of the Scriptures will be 
interested in this excellent treatise 
on whether the wine used at Cana 
made in a miraculous way by the 
Lord was fermented or not. 


Attractive Booklet 
36 pages — 25 cents, postpaid 
The Sunday School Times Co. 
325 N. 13th St., Phila. 5, Pa. 
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within miles of them. But Christmas 
Eve children from all around the coun- 
try for miles and miles would come 
with their parents to the little church; 
and what a grand time they’d have to- 
gether ! 

Mamma Lapp bundled them all up for 
the long journey in the cold. If you 
had seen them in their thick clothing 
and furs, perhaps you would have 
thought they looked more like little 
bears than like children. And I sup- 
pose you would look just as queer to 
them. You may be sure that Mary and 
Susie Lapp never had thin dresses with 
low neck and short sleeves, or that the 
boys ever wore sun suits. They’d have 
frozen in them. 

When they were all ready to start, 
Papa Lapp came with the big sled to 
which the reindeer were harnessed. He 
got on the sled first, for of course he was 
the driver. Then the children climbed 
‘on behind him, and, last of all, came 
Mamma Lapp to see that nobody fell 
off. 

They started under the light of the 
silent stars, though it was only what we 
call afternoon. The stars and the snow 
together gave a little light, but there 
wasn’t a sound to be heard save the 
tap, tapping of the reindeer’s feet. How 
strange it would seem to be gliding along 
in the night over miles and miles of 
trackless snow and see only a few scat- 
tered houses with no light in them, since 
all the people were going to the church. 

There were ever so many sleds and 
reindeer around the church. Mamma 
Lapp gave a last word to the children 
about their behavior, and then Papa 
Lapp led the family into the church 
where the grownups were greeting one 
another and the children were getting 
acquainted and playing together. They 
ate their suppers, for most of them had 
come a long way.and had brought their 
suppers with them. 

Then it was time for the Christmas 
service, and the missionary took charge. 
They sang the pretty songs he had 
taught them. Then they were all very 
quiet and listened as he told them how, 
nearly two thousand years ago, the Lord 
Jesus Chrst came into the world as a 
little baby. He told them that the Lord 
Jesus was the Son of God and that He 
loved them all and wanted them to love 
Him. He told them that the way to 
show our love for Him is to learn from 
the Bible what He has said He wants 
us to do and then to try to obey all 
His commandments. 

Did Johnny and Peter, David, Mary, 
and Susie wriggle in their seats or whis- 
per or wish the missionary would get 
through speaking so they could play 
again? No, indeed. They kept per- 
fectly quiet and listened to every word. 
Perhaps this would be the only time in 
‘all the year that they could get to 
church and hear this wonderful story 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
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After the talk was over, and the mis- 
sionary prayed for them all, that they 
might take Christ into their hearts and 
do His holy will, little babies were 
brought to be baptized. Thén there was 
more singing. F 

But little folks were getting sleepy, 
and it was time to go home. Good-bys 
were said, and all the fathers went out 
to get the reindeer ready to go home. 

Out into the silent night again? No. 
For then a wonderful sight appeared. 
The northern lights had come out. We 
call it the aurora borealis. Streamers 
of light flashed and waved across the 
sky. Gauzy curtains of violet and green 
and rose seemed to drop down like veils. 
Sometimes they gathered together over- 
head and formed a circle that looked 
like a great crown of light. 

“Was that the star the Wise Men saw?” 
asked Peter, pointing to the crown? 

“That is not a star,” said Papa Lapp, 
“but it shows something the Bible says 
about the heavens. Do you remember 
your verse?” 

“The heavens declare the glory of 
God,” answered Johnny promptly, who 
liked to learn verses the missionary 
taught them. 

Only once in a lifetime may we see 
such a wonderful display here, but the 
little Lapps see it often. And what a 
gorgeous Christmas decoration it made! 
All but little’ Susie watched the lights 
quiver and flash. She was sound asleep. 

“The Lord Jesus isn’t a baby any 
more,” said Mary. “He lives up in 
Heaven.” 

“And we're going to live with Him 
some day,” answered Johnny, “because 
we love Him and believe that He died 
for us.” 

So Christmas. Day was a happy day 
for all the little Lapp children, for 
though they knew nothing of Christmas 
trees or Christmas gifts, they knew the 
little Lord Jesus had come to earth be- 
cause He loved them and because they 
were going to love Him in return. 


ANNVILLE, Pa, 
we 


The Ap lines Meetings 
_ in Grand Rapids 


ITH an audience of over 4,500 in 

attendance at the last meeting of 
the great city-wide evangelistic cam- 
paign held in Grand Rapids, Dr. Hyman 
J. Appelman said, “This is one of the 
choicest campaigns in which*I have par- 
ticipated.” 

The success of the three-week cam- 
paign, the well-known evangelist stated, 
was in a large extent due to the har- 
monious and unanimous co-operation of 
those in charge. 

This city-wide campaign was the first 
in Grand Rapids for over 28 years. The 
campaign was sponsored by the Grand 
Rapids Christian Business Men’s Com-* 
mittee with the co-operation of the Mel 
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Trotter Mission and 33 churches. The 
weekday meetings were held in the 
auditorium of the Mel Trotter Mission, 
and the Sunday mass meetings in the 
Civic Auditorium.. An average of over 
2,500 attended the meetings daily. Over 
800 came forward, deciding for Christ, 
for rededication, and for church mem- 
bership. 

Outstanding work was done by J. 
Stratton Shufelt of Wheaton, Ill, who 
acted as soloist and song leader. 

One of the results of the campaign 
is a weekly C.B.M.C. Youth Singspira- 
tion to be held on Saturday nights under 
the supervision of the Grand Rapids 
Christian Business Men’s Committee. 


r 
With the New Books 


Altar Fires of Faith. By J. B. Hunley. 
(Standard Publishing Co., Cincinnati 3, 
Ohio, $1.) In the introduction to this 
fine little day-by-day messenger, James 
DeForest Murch declares that Christians 
need to realize two things,—that the 
Bible is God speaking directly to them, 
and that there should be a moratorium 
on formal home ‘and church petitions. 
He then quotes Dr. S. D. Gordon’s Law 
of Prayer Action. After such helpful 
prodding, the reader is prepared to draw 
up to the daily table which follows and 
to partake first of the Scripture portion 
chosen, then of the winsomely written 
and often illuminating comment, and 
lastly, to offer thé prayer at the close. 
And though very brief, these are not 
ordinary prayers, but such as lift the 
jaded mind to welcome inspiration. 

The entries are seasonable in that they 
follow through the year the church’s em- 
phases on vital themes, thus linking the 
home devotional life with worship and 
Bible study in the house of God. 


Death in the Pot. By J. Elwin Wright, 
LL.D. (Fellowship Press, 9 Park St., 
Boston 8, Mass., 25 cents.) Taking his 
text from 2 Kings 4:38-40, Dr. Wright 
presents convincing reasons why evan- 
gelical Christians should not support the 
Federal Council. There are six chap- 
ters in the 56-page booklet, dealing with 
such subjects as these: “Is the Federal 
Council Doctrinally Evangelical?”; its 
denial of or indifference to the deity of 
Christ; the Council and national de- 
fense; organic union of Protestantism; 
the Council and world government; the 
proposed World Council of Churches. 
The Council may reply that it does not 
deny the deity of Christ, but some of 
its leaders or those endorsed by the 
Council do not believe in it, as Drs. Fos- 
dick, Coffin, and McConnell. Dr. Wright 
traces the history of the Council from 
1908, quoting the Scriptuyal, 9-point doc- 
trinal statement of the Evangelical Alli- 
ance, the precursor of the Council, show- 
ing how Federal Councilors could not 
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tolerate such a strong statement. One of 
the most valuable features of this book- 
let is the many verbatim quotations from 
the writings of leaders or official docu- 
ments of the Council. Hundreds of 
church members, and even pastors, are 
ignorant of the Council’s aims and prog- 
ress. Here is a convenient source of in- 
formation, and strong arguments for 
complete repudiation of the Council by 
all who believe the Bible to be God’s 
inspired Word. 


What Is the Gospel? By Charles Gal- 
laudet Trumbull’ (The Harrison Service, 
3112 Hennepin Ave., Minneapolis 8, 
Minn., 25 cents.) Many of the Lord’s 
people who have read with profit these 
“Straightforward Talks on Evangelism” 
by the late Editor of the Times will 
doubtless be pleased that a new edition 
has appeared in an attractive art paper 
binding. All who would preach the 
Gospel should know the profound 
truths upon which it stands. They 
should know why men are lost and 
how they are saved; what, God’s part 
is and what man’s part is in his salva- 
tion; they should understand the three 
tenses of salvation, past, present, and 
future as God’s Word presents them; 
and they should be intelligent as to the 
Lord’s return and know something of 
the victorious life in Christ. Enlighten- 
ment on all these points awaits those 
who will read (or reread, as the case 
may be) this formerly well-known lit- 
tle book now issued in a new dress. 


The Virgin Birth. By R. I. Humberd. 
(Christian Fellowship Press, 72 S. How- 
ard St., Akron 8, Ohio, 15 cents.) Per- 
haps Satan has chosen as a point of 
attack the virgin birth of our Lord Jesus 
Christ as he has no other single truth 
of Scripture. This valuable booklet, 
written in simple, clear-cut, logical lan- 
guage, first describes “the Christmas 
story,” covering all the details as a de- 
lightful narrative. It then proceeds to 
bring forth the abundant evidence of 
Scripture on this vital doctrine, as well 
as to deal with the genealogy of the 
Lord Jesus, proving His Messiahship 
from the history of the Old and New 
Testaments. A book well worth reading 
and passing on to those. whose minds 
are beclouded on this important fact and 
blessed proof of our Lord’s deity. 


Flourishing. By. Norman B. Harrison, 
D.D. (The Harrison Service, 3112 Henne- 
pin Ave., Minneapolis 8, Minn., 25 cents.) 
“Life at its best” is pictured here in an 
attractive study of the palm tree, based 
on the text, “The righteous shall flour- 
ish like the palm tree.”. This tree’s 
natural habitat is the desert, yet it fiour- 
ishes there,—a type of the Christian’s 
living an abundant life even in a world 
of sin. The characteristics and resources 
of the palm dre pointed out and spir- 
itual application is‘'made. The second 
part of the book pictures the deeper spir- 
itual life in a study of the deepening 
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The Sunday School Times 
Catendar for 
1945 


A truly unique calendar, made ex- 
clusively for The Sunday School 
Times. Twelve sheets (9 x 16 inches) 
printed in rich sepia tone on India 
tinted paper. 


Features 


Twelve Palestine pictures from the 
emarkable collection of Frances 
Jenkins Olcott, whose photographs 
and writings are well known to Sun- 
day School Tintes readers. ; 
Scripture memory verse for each 
day in the year. 


The titles and references for the In- 
ternational Uniform lessons are given 
for each Sunday in the year. 


PRICES 

(Postpaid) 
Bee cscee M- @...... $ 9.00 
ae 1.10 100 - 17.50 
BBatecccce 30 M...... 81.50 
Pe 4.75 300... 45.00 


It makes an ideal moderate priced gift, 

and the quantity prices offer a real oppor- 

tunity to earn extra income by the of 

these among your friends and fellow 
workers. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO., 
325 N. 13th Street, Philadelphia 5, Pa. 


I am enclosing $.... 





....-y for which please 


send me.................copies of The Sunday School 
Times Calendar for 1945. 
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river of Ezekiel 47. This attractive little 
devotional book is beautifully bound in 
an artistic cover. 


Living. By Norman B. Harrison, D.D. 
(The Harrison Service, 3112 Hennepin 
Ave., Minneapolis 8, Minn., $1.) It is 
surprising to see how much Dr. Harri- 
son has packed into this one book of 
160 pages. It is a handbook and devo- 
tional guide for the Christian home. The 
five parts provide many exceptionally 
valuable helps on “Parenthood,” “Child- 
hood and Youth,” “The Christian Life,” 
“The Devotional Life,” and “Being Bible 
Minded.” Here, for instance, are ap- 
pealing poems, practical advice on Chris- 
tian child training; Bible puzzles and 
games, verses to learn, lists of “Best” 
verses and hymns, and a Gospel alpha- 
bet. There are directions on how to 
become a Christian, how to live the 
Christian life, how to study the Bible, 
how to pray, and win others. There 
are sixty complete devotional readings, 
like “Daily Light,” for as many days; 
a long list of great chapters of the 
Bible, and 105 summaries of Bible topics. 
Dr. Harrison shows “How We Got Our 
Bible,” and gives brief summaries, with 
key words, of every book in the Bible. 
To these he adds brief, biographical 
sketches of famous Old Testament and 
New Testament characters. A fine bibli- 
ography covers three pages. This is the 
kind of book needed in every Christian 
home, for it is a concise guide to bring- 
ing up children “in the nurture and ad- 
monition of the Lord.” 


Names of God. By Nathan J. Stone. 
(Moody Press, 153 Institute Place, Chi- 
cago 10; $1.) Deeply satisfying is this 
study of twelve names of God used in 
Scripture. For though the reader may 
know something of their meaning, he 
will learn much that is new from delv- 
ing with the author into their deriva- 
tion, significance, and use. “Jehovah- 
Jireh,” for example, is seen as the One 
who foresees, appears, and then pro- 
vides. “Elohim” stands for the great 
and mighty Covenant-Keeper, while 
“Adonai” is absolute Lord and Master, 
—a word which in the Greek is trans- 
lated “Despot.” The least known of 
the twelve, says Mr. Stone, is “Jehovah 
M’Kaddesh,” the holy God who sanc- 
tifies. And most beautifully is brought 
out the truth that “Jehovah-Tsidkenu” 
is the God who establishes His right- 
eousness in us. 

The work abounds in references and 
a front page gives the correct pronuncia- 
tion of the sacred names. And the fact 
that the author, who is Professor of 
Hebrew at Moody Bible Institute, is 
himself a Jew, lends further interest to 
this exceptional study. 


The Sanhedrin Verdict. By Irwin H. 
Linton. Loizeaux Brothers, 19 W. 2lst 
St, New York 10; $1.) Many readers 
will remember the series of eight articles 
on “The Sanhedrin Verdict,” by Mr. Lin- 
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ton, Washington lawyer and a director 
of the Times Company, which were pub- 


- lished in the Trmes two years ago (Oct. 


31 to Dec. 19, 1942). These have now 
been issued in this 7l-page, clothbound 
book. It is a powerful argument for 
belief in the deity of Christ, His unique 
place as the only begotten Son of God. 
If He were not God’s Son as He claimed 
to be, then the Sanhedrin justly. con- 
demned Him for blasphemy; but this-is 
unthinkable, in view of all the evidence, 
and their verdict was wrong. Mr. Lin- 
ton quotes extensively from Paley’s Evi- 
dences, Simon Greenleaf, and other older 
writers on evidence to corroborate the 
fact of Christ’s virgin birth, the truth of 
the Gospel records, and the divine har- 
mony of the four Gospels. In the con- 
cluding chapter Mr. Linton shows “that 
there is no intermediate position be- 
tween confession of Christ’s deity and 
confirmation of the Sanhedrin’s con- 
demnation and execution of Him as a 
blasphemer,” and he draws up an im- 
posing list of the results of denying His 
deity, and appeals for acceptance of Him 
as Lord and Saviour. 


Song of Zion. By Clara Bernhardt. 
(Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 
Grand Rapids 2, Mich., $1.25.) Few 
novels of this year will be more wel- 
come among Christians than this, since 
it deals with the problems of Jewish 
evangelism. At the same time plenty of 
other helpful lessons are woven into 
plot and action. One of these lies in 
Glen Alden’s necessitated farewell to a 
life career, Aunt Alice’s death, and the 
terrible thing which crippled irrepar- 
ably ‘the hand of a violin maestro. The 
cloth of life seems altogether black until 
the author cleverly turns the material 
over. Then the reader looks on the 
golden pattern of God’s definite plan- 
nings and permittings. 

Those who have friends in Israel will 
rejoice in the story’s soul-winning helps. 
How to reach the Jewish merchants, the 
professional people, the women and chil- 
dren, and how to believe without mak- 
ing haste in the effort, — the answers are 
all here. And the high lights of suc- 
cess would shine encouragement on any 
branch of the Lord’s work. 


The Way of the Wilderness. By Mary 
C. McLellan. (Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub- 
lishing Co., Grand Rapids 2, Mich., 
$1.25.) It all came about through a spe- 
cial sermon over which the Rev. David 
Brandon had toiled and prayed for many 
a long hour. God spoke in that Sunday 
message and a number of “The Gang” 
were, strangely enough, in church to 
hear Him. Little by little the seed took 
root until first one, then another, of those 
wild young people found the dance- 
wine-and-song life utterly insipid. But 
the paths of, many others must cross 
theirs and various thrilling incidents oc- 
cur ere the last one could be brought 
into the Kingdom. When that happy 
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time does came, it carries with it the 
picture of a rich man pouring his wealth 
into a wonderful building which is to 
serve the social and religious life of the 
community’s young people. 


Prophetic Messages for Modern Times. 
By Speakers at the Colonial Hills Bible 
Conference, Atlanta, Ga. (Colonial Hills 
Baptist Church, P. O. Box 600, East 
Point, Ga., $2.) Dr. Robert J. Wells, com- 
piler and conference speaker, gives three 
reasons for the study of prophecy,— 
the Bible emphasizes its importance, 
commands its preaching as part of the 
Word, and bids its use as a source of 
comfort. Hence a conference on this 
subject. 

Dr. Vance Havner, whose utterances 
are never trite, opens the meeting by 
declaring that in the matter of our 
Lord’s return, it is possible to study the 
timetable and yet miss the Visitor. Dr. 
Dan Gilbert makes the startling state- 
ment that “the sun which arises in 
Japan is foredoomed to set, not in China 
or Australia, but in Palestine.” Equally 
amazing is Dr. Louis Bauman, who pic- 
tures the outcome of the present war 
and also that of World War IIL 

There are in all ten speakers who 
deal with the subject in twenty-four ad- 
dresses from as many angles. And it 
would be difficult to find a moré com- 
prehensive and up-to-date text for 
lovers of prophetic truth. ~- 


Stewardship dnd the World Mission. 
By John E. Simpson, D.D. (Fleming H. 
Revell Co., 158 Fifth Ave., New York 
10; $1.) It is because the church has 
too often dealt with stewardship as an 
end in itself, or has stressed missions 
without emphasizing God’s plan for 
financing the same, that Dr. Simpson 
feels the need for this study. Having 
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outlined Christ’s last command in re- 
spect to its Mission, Commander, Field, 
Support, and Assurance of Victory, he 
goes on to describe the Gospel as a 
sin-conquering power capable of meet- 
ing man’s deepest need. The Christian 
life is then likened to a hand with the 
fingers as Prayer, Evangelism, Worship, 
Stewardship, and Service, while the 
chapters following prove that the Bible 
plan for meeting world needs with this 
five-fingered hand is that of tithes and 
offerings. 


Many, however, will not agree with 
Dr. Simpson that the chief task of the 
present-day church is to establish a just 
peace, formulate a plan to end war, and 
solve the unemployment problem. It is 
not in accord with the plan for the 
church in this age outlined by James 
in Acts 15. 


Each chapter lesson closes with good 
review questions. 


His Appointments. By August Van 
Ryn. (Loizeaux Brothers, Bible Truth 
Depot, 19 W. 21st St., New York 10; $1, 
cloth; 50 cents, paper.) Since most Bible 
readers are hazy in their understanding 
of Israel’s seven feasts or appointments 
with God, Mr. Van Ryn’s study will 
yield much profit and enlightenment. 
For each of the related chapters is filled 
with meat for the eater. In that on the 
Passover, one learns that the Lord Him- 
self stood guard over the blood-sprin- 
kled homes,— hence the double safety 
of His children. In the Feast-of-Un- 
leavened-Bread message, the author 
draws a likeness between the rising 
dough, oft pounded down and at last 
baked in the oven, to the rising pride 
in children, which must be constantly 
pushed down until God’s fiery judgment 
on His sin-bearing Son works effectively 
in their behalf. Then the two silver 
trumpets, cast all in one piece, are re- 
vealed as typifying the Old and New 
Testaments proclaiming the same sweet 
message of salvation. 


The lectures were originally given at 
the Believers’ Conference in Stony 
Brook, Long Island. 

we 
For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


December 25 to 31 


Mon.—Matthew 16:13-20. Built on the Rock. 

PraYer Succestions: “Upon this rock 
I will build my church.” Only those 
who build their hopes on Christ are 
safe for time and eternity. Only when 
one can truly say, “My hope is built on 
nothing less than Jesus’ blood and right- 
eousness” dares one to say he is safe 
for evermore. False hopes of a happy 
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eternal destiny built upon the sandy 
foundation of reliRious sentiment are 
ruining many souls. Only Christ is the 
rock of eternal salvation. That the rock 
trusted by many is not the Christian’s 
hope, even their enemies are witnesses. 
How about your foundation for salva- 
tion? Pray for the Gideons, Room 1106, 
202 S. State St,, Chicago 4. 


Tues.—2 Peter 3:14-18. Growing in Grace, 


PRAYER SvuGGESTIONS: “But grow in 
grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ.” Likeness to 
Christ, and a fuller knowledge of Him, 
which comes through reading and heed- 
ing the Word of God is the desire of the 
Spirit for every Christian. Spiritual 
health is the best preventive of spir- 
itual evils. And spiritual vigor comes 
from feeding on Christ, and by meditat- 
ing on, and living in obedience to, His 
will. Pray for the Multnomah School 
of the Bible, 703 N.E. Multnomah St., 
Portland 12, Oreg. 


Wed.—1 John 3:1-6. “‘We Shall Be Like Him.” 

Prayef SuccestioNs: “We shall be like 
him; for we shall see him as he is.” 
Adam, at his creation, was made in the 
image: of God. This likeness was both 
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COMPASSION FOR SUFFERING ISRAEL 


Britain. 


suffering. 


for your help! 


wrote: 





joy. 
my_ heart 


The Rev. Jacob Peltz, 
Ph.B., B.D. 


Here are a few testimonies from our files: 
letter is a greeti 


carry on my refugee work here.” 


sufferings under Nazi persecution, many Jewish Chris- 

tian refugees have turned to us for 44 To some we 
have given food and shelter in our refugee ho 
For some we have provided 
emigrate to safety. To others, as in 
provided relief to the newcomers until they were self- 
sustaining. To all we have witnessed concerning a living 
loving Saviour who is sufficient for the sorrowing and 


[: THE extremity of their dire need, after terrible 


mes in Great 
assage money to 
alestine, we haye 


“Your kind 


ng Seen the living Lord. How glad I am 
e $50 


.00 per month will enable me to 
Another missionary 


“It seems as if I, like St. Peter, were walking on 
the waves of the sea of suffering that surrounds me.” 
Another refugee wrote: 


“Your letter and help gave me 


I ae express my gratitude from the bottom of 
that there is still existing even in these days 
such genuine Christian love.” 


As through the years of the Nazi era we have ministered to the persecuted 
and afflicted in Israel with Christian compassion, so we plan to redouble our efforts 
in the midst of unparalleled need and opportunity in the postwar period. In 
the meantime we urgently need funds to carry on our work of mercy. At this 


Christmas season, and in the name of the Prince of Peace, we beg 
consider the starving, homeless, suffering brethren of our Lord 
of afflicted Israel appeals to your sympathy, please send a gift soon. 


of you to 
the plight 


Note: Free booklet, “The Present Day Attempt to Destroy. the Jews,” or, “The 
British White Paper and Palestine,” gladly sert on request. 
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moral ‘and intellectual, and some, not 
without good reason, think his body was 
made with that of our Redeemer’s in 
view; for we are to have, at His com- 
ing, a body “like unto his glorious body” 
(Phil. 3:21). When we see Him we shall 
be like Him. Pray for the Rural Home 
Missionary Association, 107 W. Jefferson 
St., Morton, Ill. 


Thurs.—Ephesians 4:11-16. 
Growing Up in Christ. 
PraYER SuacEstions: “The measure of 
the stature of the fulness of Christ.” 
Christian, here is the goal God has for 
you. Increase in the grace of Christ, 
and in the knowledge of Him should be 
your daily experience. Increase in the 
unity of the faith, and of the knowledge 
of the Son of God, insures likeness to 
the Lord. Unless Christ is seen in you, 
you have never seen much of Christ. 
Pray for the India Mission, 412 W. 8th 
St., Elyria, Ohio. ‘ 


Fri.—2 Corinthians 3:7-9, 17, 18. 
Changed by the Spirit. 
Prayer Succestions: “Changed into the 
same image from glory to glory, even as 
by the Spirit of the Lord.” As Christ- 
liness shall be our eternal glory, so now 
in this world/we should bear more and 
more resemblance to Him, and will do 
so, if we are continually “looking unto 
Jesus the author ‘and finisher of our 
faith.” The look of faith saves; but it 
takes the gaze to transform. The Spirit 
of God carries on His glorious trans- 
forming work in those who behold the 
glory of the Lord. Pray for the Chil- 
dren’s Bible Mission, Box 1137, Lakeland, 
Fla. 


Sat.—Ephesians 1:3-13, 
Sealed Unto Redemption. 
PRAYER SuccEstions: “Sealed with that 
holy Spirit of promise.” The Holy 
Spirit’s ministry covers many. features 
of the Christian’s life. He convicts of 
sin, converts, teaches, leads, suggests, 
controls, seals, sanctifies, and glorifies 
the people of God. In sealing the serv- 
ants of God, who have the earnest of 
coming eternal blessings, he guarantees 
their experience of the completion of 
God’s purposes as regards their guard- 
ianship and resurrection. Rejoice, be- 
liever; your Redeemer is mighty. 
Pray for the Colportage Division of 
the Moody Bible Institute, Chicago 
10. 
Sun.—2 Timothy 4:6-8, 
f Paul’s Triumphant Hope. 
Prayer Succestions: “Henceforth 
there is laid up for me q crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, the 
righteous judge, shall give me at that 
day: and not to me only, but unto all 
them also that love his appearing.” 
The same good hope, which Paul had, 
is for all who finish their God-di- 
rected; course with joy. Finish your 
course with faith kept and you will 
be crowned. Pray for Message to 
Israel, Box 421, Atlantic City, N. J. 
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